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The Opening Rite 

  

 
The Opening Rite 

 

Opening Meditation  

 

“Pentecost” 
 

Today we feel the wind beneath our wings 
Today the hidden fountain flows and plays 
Today the church draws breath at last and sings 
As every flame becomes a Tongue of praise. 
 

This is the feast of fire, air, and water 
Poured out and breathed and kindled into earth. 
The earth herself awakens to her maker 
And is translated out of death to birth. 
 

The right words come today in their right order 
And every word spells freedom and release. 
Today the gospel crosses every border; 
All tongues are loosened by the Prince of Peace. 
 

Today the lost are found in His translation 
Whose mother tongue is Love in every nation.  
 

~ Malcolm Guite, from “Sounding the Seasons” 
  
The Invitatory and Psalter 
Officiant I will dwell in your house forever;   
People I will take refuge under the cover of your wings. 
Officiant Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; 
People that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
All Glory to the Holy Trinity, as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. 
  Amen.  
  

 

 
 

Celtic Evensong and Communion 
The Day of Pentecost 
24 May 2026 4:00 pm 

 
 

We come from many places to be together for a little while. 
Each of us brings our own experience and traditions to this gathering. 

So here in this place, let us take time together to encounter the holy. 
Please remember to silence all devices.  
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Psalm 104:25-35, 37  

 

25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! * 
 in wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
26 Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too many to number, * 
   creatures both small and great. 
27 There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan, * 
 which you have made for the sport of it. 
28 All of them look to you * 
 to give them their food in due season. 
29 You give it to them; they gather it; * 
 you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; * 
 you take away their breath, and they die and return to their dust. 
31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * 
 and so you renew the face of the earth. 
32 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; * 
 may the Lord rejoice in all his works. 
33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; * 
 he touches the mountains and they smoke. 
34 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; * 
 I will praise my God while I have my being. 
35 May these words of mine please him; * 
 I will rejoice in the Lord. 
37 Bless the Lord, O my soul. * 
 Hallelujah! 
 

Glory to the Holy Trinity, as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

The Lessons and Reflection 
 

Listen now to the Word of God 
 

The First Lesson      Acts 2:1-21 
 

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now 
there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd 
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed 
and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each 
of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear them 
speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does 
this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." But Peter, standing with the 
eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known 
to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the 
morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: `In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and 
women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the 
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heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to 
darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. Then everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' " 

 

 Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
   
The Second Lesson      John 20:19-23 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples 
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had 
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 

 Lector For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God among us, 
  and for the Word of God within us, 
 People Thanks be to God. 
  
Reflection   Mary Kay Klein 
 

Silence for Reflection 
  

The Prayers  
 

Prayers for Ourselves and Others  
Leader:  I open my heart to Christ in the stranger, 
People:  To Christ in the face of colleague and friend. 
Leader:  I open my heart to the one who is wounded, 
People:  To Christ in the hungry, the lonely, the homeless. 
Leader:  I open my heart to the one who has hurt me, 
People:  To Christ in the faces of sinner and foe. 
Leader:  I open my heart to those who are outcast, 
People:  To Christ in the broken, the prisoner, the poor. 
Leader:  I open my heart to all who are searching, 
People:  To Christ in the world God’s generous gift. 
 

Leader: I invite you to now offer the prayers of your heart, either silently or aloud. 
  
The Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the promised gift of your 
Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the 
ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
  
The Collect for Heroic Service 
O Judge of the nations, we remember before you with grateful hearts the men and women of our country who in 
the day of decision ventured much for the liberties we now enjoy. Grant that we may not rest until all the people of 
this land share the benefits of true freedom and gladly accept its disciplines. This we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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A Collect for Jackson Kemper 
O God, who sent your son Jesus Christ to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant 
that we, like your servant Jackson Kemper, may proclaim the Gospel in our own day, with courage, vision, and 
perseverance; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord,who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, now and 
for ever. Amen.  
 

    Leader  Jesus says, “Come to me you who are troubled and I will give you rest.” So come, you who are 
broken in body or in spirit, you who are torn by relationships and doubt, you who feel deeply  
within yourselves the divisions of the world. Come, for Jesus invites us to bring our brokenness. 
From now until the end of the service, you are invited to come to the Lady Altar and light a candle 
and kneel at the rail for prayers. There is a healing space at the back of the Lady Chapel for you. 
Please move about as the Spirit leads you. 
 

A short period of silence follows for prayer 
 
The Grace   Come to me, all of you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

 Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
 People  And also with you 
 Celebrant  Lift up your hearts 
 People  We lift them to the Lord 
 Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
 People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  
Celebrant  It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of 

mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you 
have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us 

 and call us to fullness of life. Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of 
every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we say 

  
Sanctus  

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
 Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  
 Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Celebrant  Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and 

death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, 
 that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved 

us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the 
poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. 
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified 
by you. 

  
 On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks 

to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
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All  “This is my own body given for you. Do this to remember me.” 
  
Celebrant  As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, 

and said: 
  
All  “This is my blood, poured out in love for you. Do this to remember me.” 
  
Celebrant  So we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
Celebrant  Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your 

Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world 
you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language 
and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. Through 
Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and 
praise, for ever and ever. 

  
All   Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
  
The Breaking of the Bread  
  
The Invitation  
Celebrant This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.  
 It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to love him more. 
 So come, you who have much faith and you who have little,  
 You who have been here often, and you who have not been here long,  
 you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
 Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.  
 It is his will that those who want him should meet him here. 
  
Communion     
  
Concluding Prayer 
  
All O Holy Trinity, clothe us in your love, strengthen us to live gently on this earth, give us 

humility to see all we encounter as precious to you, and teach us to walk with kindness and 
patience this hour and always. And may your blessing be amongst us and remain with us 
this day and evermore. Amen. 

  
Blessing God’s blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, the Spirit’s outpouring be with you, now and 

always. Amen. 
  
Dismissal  
Officiant  May the Lord grant us a peaceful night and a perfect end. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Worship Leaders 
  

The Rev. Sarah A. Conner Presider 
Ryan Patten, Grayson Davison, Lisa Duffy Musicians 
Ryan Patten Opening 
Paul Massari Lector 
Mary Kay Klein Reflection 
Marianne Cannon Prayers 
Joanna Troy Usher 

 
Our Prayers are offered for 

  

Jim Ayers, Mary Brown, Robert Borden, Linda Abbene, Deven Manthorne, Margarette Connor, Barbara Dwyer, 
Lilyann, John Gilbo, Vance Gilbert, Reny Sparapani, Laurel, Gary Young, Amy, Paul, Heather and Prescott, Ariana, 
Sheridan, Javy, Faith Aroko and Family, Jesse Hurst and Family, Maureen Joyce, Arthur, Deb Young, Cindy Rhodes, 
Ron, Allison Mascolo, Melissa Glassman, Max Joyce, Marc Britt, those battling cancer, Mel, Corey MacNeil, Dianne, 
Jenny, Loretta and Kris, Priscilla Lemons, Deb Papps, Derek Fuller and Family, for the peaceful repose of the soul 
of Smadar and all victims of war the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem and their ministries; the Boys and Girls Club of 
Greater Salem, the Salem Public Schools and for an end to racism, war, anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, gun violence 
and oppression. In thanksgiving, we pray for the ministry of The Reverend Debbie Phillips and her husband, Eric 
Wagner, this community of faith, for God’s grace and forgiveness, for those with the courage to stand up to tyranny, 
for creation, for the diversity of people, and for all the blessings of this life. 
 

If you have additions or deletions to the prayer list, please email prayerlist@gracechurchsalem.org by Tuesday at 
noon for publication in that week's e-news.  
 

Permissions for livestreaming  

 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license A-401113, from St 
James Music Press with license number 7273, and from RiteSong. All other music used in this service is in the Public Domain.  

 
  

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who 
participated in the Plant Sale, whether 
by donating plants or funds, helping 

with the event, or buying plants (or all 
three!!). The sale was our most 
successful sale ever and was a 

wonderful, fun community event. We 
couldn’t have done it without you 

    ~ The Fundraising Committee 
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We are excited to announce  

that Grace Church is getting Realm! 
  

Realm is an online tool to help us keep more accurate and up to date 

stewardship records. This will be an alternative to the PayPal button on our 

website and automated bill pay options. If you pledged for 2026, you will soon 

receive an email invitation to login to your personal Realm account and create a 

password (if you don't see it please check your spam folder) 
 

Should you choose to log in, we need your help to ensure our records are up to 

date. We did our best, but please double-check that your contact information 

looks correct. Additionally, please review your pledge information and giving 

history for accuracy. If you notice any discrepancies or have questions, please 

reach out to me at treasurer@gracechurchsalem.org 
 

While we encourage you to try this new way of giving, don't worry all the old 
ways still work too! Thank you in advance for your patience as we learn this 

new tool together! 
 

Visit onrealm.org to access our church directory, give online, and stay informed 

about upcoming events. Scan the QR code to get started today!    

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:treasurer@gracechurchsalem.org
http://onrealm.org/
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This Week’s Feast: Jackson Kemper 
 

When the General Convention of 1835 declared all the members 
of the Episcopal Church to be members also of the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society, it provided at the same time for 
missionary bishops to serve in the wilderness and in foreign 
countries. Jackson Kemper was the first such bishop. Although 
he was assigned to Missouri and Indiana, he also laid foundations 
in Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Nebraska, and Kansas, and made 
extensive missionary tours in the South and Southwest.  
 

Kemper was born in Pleasant Valley, New York, on December 
24, 1789. He graduated from Columbia College in 1809 and was 
ordained as a deacon in 1811 and as a priest in 1814. He served 
Bishop White as his assistant at Christ Church, Philadelphia. At 
his urging, Bishop White made his first and only visitation in 
western Pennsylvania. In 1835, Kemper was ordained as a 
bishop, and immediately set out on his travels.  
 

Because Episcopal clergy, mostly from well-to-do Eastern homes, 
found it hard to adjust to the harsh life of the frontier—
scorching heat, drenching rains, and winter blizzards—Kemper 
established Kemper College in St. Louis, Missouri, the first of 
many similar attempts to train clergy and laity for specialized 
tasks in the church. The College failed in 1845 from the usual 
malady of such projects in the church—inadequate funding. 
Nashotah House, in Wisconsin, which he founded in 1842 with 

the help of James Lloyd Breck and his companions, was more successful. So was Racine College, founded 
in 1852. Both these institutions reflected Kemper’s devotion to beauty in ritual and worship.  
 

Kemper pleaded for more attention to the Native Americans and encouraged the translation of services 
into native languages. He described a service among the Oneida which was marked by “courtesy, 
reverence, worship—and obedience to that Great Spirit in whose hands are the issues of life.”  
 

From 1859 until his death, Kemper was diocesan Bishop of Wisconsin, but he is more justly honored by 
his unofficial title, “The Bishop of the Whole Northwest.”  From Lesser Feasts and Fasts, Church Publishing 
 
  
  

 
 
Portrait of Bishop Jackson Kemper (1789–
1870), first missionary bishop of the 
Episcopal Church and pioneer of Episcopal 
ministry across the American frontier. 

 
 

The “twins” of Kemper Hall (right, 1859) and Park Hall (left, 1853) 
prior to Great Hall and Assembly Hall between them. Racine College 
was developed by the Episcopal Church with Bishop Jackson 
Kemper being one of the founders. 
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 Grace Episcopal Church 
385 Essex Street 

Salem, Massachusetts 01970 

(978) 744-2796 

  

E-mail: office@gracechurchsalem.org 
Web: www.gracechurchsalem.org 

 

The Mission of Grace Church is to unconditionally invite 
all people to join us in building a faithful Episcopal 
congregation that goes out into the community and 
through prayer, presence, and partnering improves the 
quality of life by bringing everyone closer to God. 

— Grace Episcopal Church — 
 

A parish in the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts 
  

 The Most Reverend Sean Rowe Presiding Bishop 
 The Right Reverend Julia Whitworth Bishop Diocesan  
 The Reverend Sarah A. Conner Interim Priest 
 The Reverend E. Clifford Cutler Assisting Clergy 
 The Reverend Manny Faria Assisting Clergy 
 Mark N. Peterson Music Director 
 Tom and Karen Tucker Property Stewards 
 Jenny Connors Parish Administrator 
  

— Vestry — 
 Ryan Patten Senior Warden 
 Lisa Duffy Junior Warden 
 Joanna Troy Clerk 
 Katie Scott Treasurer 
 Javy Awan, Kai Freyleue, Susan Tweed Members of Vestry 
 Caroline Watson-Felt, Holly Willis 


