Celtic Evensong and Communion

The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
02 August 2026 4:00 pm

We come from many places to be together for a little while.
Each of us brings onr own experience and traditions to this gathering.

So here in this place, let us take time together to encounter the holy.
Please remember to silence all devices.

The Opening Rite
Opening Musical Meditation

Opening Meditation

“Loaves and Fishes”

This is not
the age of information.

This is not
the age of information

Forget the news,
and the radio,
and the blurred screen.

This is the time of loaves
and fishes.

People are hungty,
and one good word is bread
for a thousand.

~ David Whyte, from The House of Belonging

The Invitatory and Psalter

Officiant Alleluia! Come to us, O risen Lord,

People and enliven us with your eternal love. Alleluia!

Officiant Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping;

People that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace.

All Glory to the Holy Trinity, as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.



Song to the Light
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Waords:  Carmnine Cadelios, alt.
Music:  Mary Touly Enmey @ 1968 5t Hildegard's Compumity. All dghis mserved. Used by permission.

Psalm 145:8-9, 15-22
8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.

9 The LORD is loving to everyone *
and his compassion is over all his works.

15 The LORD upholds all those who fall; *
he lifts up those who are bowed down.

16 The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, *
and you give them their food in due season.
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17 You open wide your hand *
and satisfy the needs of every living creature.

18 The LORD is righteous in all his ways *
and loving in all his works.

19 The LORD is near to those who call upon him, *
to all who call upon him faithfully.

20 He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; *
he hears their cry and helps them.

21 The LORD preserves all those who love him, *
but he destroys all the wicked.

22 My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; *
let all flesh bless his holy Name for ever and ever.

Glory to the Holy Trinity, as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons and Reflection

Listen now to the Word of God

The First Lesson Isaiah 55:1-5

Thus says the Lord: "Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy
and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend your money for that
which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make
with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a
leader and commander for the peoples. See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not
know you shall run to you, because of the Lotrd your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you."

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Musical Response

The Second Lesson Matthew 14:13-21

Jesus withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on
foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured
their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is
now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to
them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five
loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the
grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and
gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they took
up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about five thousand
men, besides women and children.

For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God among us, and for the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God.

Reflection Mary Kay Klein

Music after the Reflection



The Prayers

Prayers for Ourselves and Others

Leader. I open my heart to Christ in the stranger,

People:  To Christ in the face of colleague and friend.
Leader: I open my heart to the one who is wounded,

People:  To Christ in the hungry, the lonely, the homeless.
Leader. I open my heart to the one who has hurt me,

People:  To Christ in the faces of sinner and foe.

Leader. I open my heart to those who are outcast,

People: To Christ in the broken, the prisoner, the poor.
Leader. I open my heart to all who are searching,

People:  To Christ in the world God’s generous gift.

The Collect of the Day

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot continue in
safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Rest

Gracious God, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen, and the evening comes, and the busy
wortld is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in your mercy, grant us a safe lodging,
and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen.

A Collect for Joseph of Arimathea

Merciful God, whose servant Joseph of Arimathea with reverence and godly fear prepared the body of our
Lord and Savior for burial and laid it in his own tomb: Grant to us, your faithful people, grace and courage
to love and serve Jesus with sincere devotion all the days of our life; through the same Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Leader  Jesus says, “Come to me you who are troubled and I will give you rest.” So come, you who are broken
in body or in spirit, you who are torn by relationships and doubt, you who feel deeply within yourselves
the divisions of the world. Come, for Jesus invites us to bring our brokenness.

From now until the end of the service, you are invited to come to the Lady Altar
and light a candle and kneel at the rail for prayers.
There is a healing space at the back of the Lady Chapel for yon.
Please move about as the Spirit leads yon.
Music during Prayers

Hymn

The Grace

In Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!
Amen.

The Peace

Welcome and Announcements



The Holy Communion

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

O God of mystery and promise, God of resurrection and new life, you invite us to discover you within
ourselves and service to others. You invite us to discover you within the complexities of our humanity, in
love and struggle, in confusion and unknowing, in flashes of insight and wisdom. You also call us beyond
ourselves to places of imagination, beyond the silent stars, in the deep rhythms of the ocean, in the
unending cycles of day and night, seasons of life and death. With saints and ancestors, with the seas and
earth and sky, with animals and birds, with our friends and those unknown to us, with all creation we join in
the song of your unending glory:

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise you that in Jesus you make known to us the wonder and richness of our humanity. We
give thanks for his life-giving love, for his healing touch, for his vulnerability and for his gentleness.
Before he gave up his life, he shared his humanity, his flesh and blood with his friends. He

took bread, gave thanks for it, broke it and gave it to them saying:

This is my own body given for you. Do this to remember me.

So too after they had eaten, he took wine, gave thanks for it and gave it to them saying:
“This is my blood, poured out in love for you. Do this to remember me.”

So we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Holy and gracious God, present with us now, send in kindness your Holy Spirit to settle on this
bread and wine and fill them with the fullness of Jesus. As we eat and drink these bodily things,
make us one body, food for the world, one blood to be poured out for the life of all. Touch us
with your gentle creativity and fire us with longing for the new age of justice and peace. We ask
this through Jesus who gave his body that we might be one and his blood that we might find new
life. With him, and through him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, be to you, O God, all
honor and glory forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
The Breaking of the Bread

The Invitation

Celebrant  This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.
It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little,
You who have been here often, and you who have not been here long,
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.
It is his will that those who want him should meet him here.
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Communion

Concluding Prayer

Living God, in this sacrament we have shared in your eternal kingdom. May we who
taste this mystery forever serve you in faith, hope, and love. Glory to God, whose power,
working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from
generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

God’s blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, the Spirit’s outpouring be with you,
now and always. Amen.

Dismissal
May the Lord grant us a peaceful night and a perfect end.
Thanks be to God.

Concluding Musical Meditation

— Worship Leaders —

The Rev. Sarah A. Conner
Ryan Patten, Lisa Dufty
Ryan Patten

Paul Massatri

Mary Kay Klein

Joanna Troy

Christine Reichert

Our Prayers are offered for

Presider
Musicians
Opening
Lector
Reflection
Prayers
Usher

Mary Brown, Robert Borden, Linda Abbene, Deven Manthorne, Margarette Connor, Barbara Dwyer, Lilyann,
John Gilbo, Vance Gilbert, Reny Sparapani, Laurel, Gary Young, Amy, Paul, Heather and Prescott, Ariana,
Sheridan, Javy, Faith Aroko and Family, Jesse Hurst and Family, Maureen Joyce, Arthur, Deb Young, Cindy
Rhodes, Ron, Allison Mascolo, Melissa Glassman, Max Joyce, Marc Britt, those battling cancer, Mel, Corey
MacNeil, Dianne, Jenny, Loretta and Kiis, Priscilla Lemons, Deb Papps, Derek Fuller and Family, for the
peaceful repose of the soul of Smadar and all victims of war the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem and their
ministries; the Boys and Gitls Club of Greater Salem, the Salem Public Schools and for an end to racism, war,
anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, gun violence and oppression. In thanksgiving, we pray for the ministry of The
Reverend Debbie Phillips and her husband, Eric Wagner, this community of faith, for God’s grace and
forgiveness, for those with the courage to stand up to tyranny, for creation, for the diversity of people, and

for all the blessings of this life.

If you have additions or deletions to the prayer list, please email prayerlist@gracechurchsalem.org by Tuesday at
noon for publication in that week's e-news. The Parish Prayer List is read aloud each Wednesday at Morning

Prayer.

Permissions for livestreaming

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license A-401113, from
St James Music Press with license number 7273, and from RiteSong. All other music used in this service is in the

Public Domain.



This Week’s Feast: Joseph of Arimathea

Joseph of Arimathea was a secret disciple of our Lord whose intervention with Pilate ensured a burial
for Jesus’ crucified body. After the Crucifixion, when many of Jesus’ disciples went into hiding for fear
of the authorities, Joseph courageously came forward to ask Pilate’s permission to remove Jesus’ body
from the cross in accordance with pious Jewish practice, namely, to provide the deceased with a timely
and proper burial. Moreover, Joseph freely offered his own newly dug tomb for Jesus, preventing
further desecration by humans or animals.

Although we know nothing of his further role in the eatly Christian movement, legends developed in
later centuries about Joseph’s possible subsequent leadership, including medieval traditions connecting
him to Glastonbury in Britain. However, Joseph’s remembrance depends primarily upon the gospel
narratives of Jesus’ burial, attesting to his devotion, his generous compassion, and his brave willingness
to take action on behalf of another when such action mattered.

From Lesser Feasts and Fasts, Church Publishing

Saint Joseph of Arimathea icon.
Courtesy of Holy Transfiguration
Monastery, Brookline, MA.
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The Mission of Grace Church is to unconditionally invite
all people to join us in building a faithful Episcopal
congregation that goes out into the community and
through prayer, presence, and partnering improves the
quality of life by bringing everyone closer to God.

— Grace Episcopal Church —
A parish in the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts
The Most Reverend Sean Rowe Presiding Bishop
The Right Reverend Julia Whitworth Bishop Diocesan
The Reverend Sarah A. Conner Interim Priest
The Reverend E. Clifford Cutler Assisting Clergy
The Reverend Manny Faria Assisting Clergy
Mark N. Peterson Music Director
Tom and Karen Tucker Property Stewards
Jenny Connors Parish Administrator
— Vestry —
Ryan Patten Senior Warden
Lisa Dutty Junior Warden
Joanna Troy Clerk
Katie Scott Treasurer
Javy Awan, Kai Freyleue, Susan Tweed Members of Vestry

Caroline Watson-Felt, Holly Willis




