
  

The Opening Rite 
 
Opening Musical Meditation   

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
The Opening Meditation  

 
I have long known  
that if I want to be  
happy on earth  
I must fall  
madly in love with God  
and the things of God.   
  
  Carlo Carretto  

 
The Invitatory and Psalm 

Officiant Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth, 
People from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
 

Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24 
1 The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; * 

he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, * 

God reveals himself in glory. 
3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; * 

before him there is a consuming flame, 
and round about him a raging storm. 

4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above * 
to witness the judgment of his people. 

5 "Gather before me my loyal followers, * 
those who have made a covenant with me 
and sealed it with sacrifice." 

6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; * 
for God himself is judge. 

 

Celtic Evensong and Communion  
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
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We are so happy you are here.  
 

We come from many places to be together for a little while.  
Each of  us brings our own experience and traditions to this gathering.  

 

So here in this place, let us take time together to encounter the holy. 
 

Please remember to silence all devices 
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7 Hear, O my people, and I will speak: 

"O Israel, I will bear witness against you; * 
for I am God, your God. 

8 I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; * 
your offerings are always before me. 

23 Consider this well, you who forget God, * 
lest I rend you and there be none to deliver you. 

24 Whoever offers me the sacrifice of thanksgiving honors me; * 
but to those who keep in my way will I show the salvation of God." 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

The Lessons 
Listen now to the Word of God. 
 
The First Reading  Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, 
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom! Listen to the 
teaching of our God, you people of Gomorrah! What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the 
Lord; I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood 
of bulls, or of lambs, or of oats. When you come to appear before me, who asked this from your hand? 
Trample my courts no more; bringing offerings is futile; incense is an abomination to me. New moon and 
sabbath and calling of convocation--I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. Your new moons and 
your appointed festivals my soul hates; they have become a burden to me, I am weary of bearing them. 
When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will 
not listen; your hands are full of blood. Wash ourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your do-
ings from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the 
orphan, plead for the widow. Come now, let us argue it out, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, 
they shall be like snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. If you are willing and 
obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; but if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured by the 
sword; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.  

Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Musical Response  
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The Second Reading  Luke 12:32-40 

Jesus said to his disciples, "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfail-
ing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also. 

"Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to return from 
the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are 
those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have 
them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near 
dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 

"But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not 
have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 
hour." 

Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Reflection  The Rev. Manny Faria 
 
Music for Meditation   
 
Evening Prayer 

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that we, who cannot 
exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
Prayers for Ourselves and Others 

Leader God of love, hear the cry of those who yearn for love: fractured families, broken homes, neglect-
ed, unwanted, alone. God of love,  

People hear our prayer. 
Leader God of justice, hear the cry of those who yearn for justice: persecuted and oppressed, exploited, 

ill-treated, broken. God of justice,   
People hear our prayer. 
Leader God of peace, hear the cry of those who yearn for peace: in battle zones and broken states, 

frightened, fearful, anxious. God of peace, 
People hear our prayer. 
Leader God of healing, hear the cry of those who yearn for healing: physical and spiritual, hurting, weak-

ened, depressed. God of healing, 
People hear our prayer. 
 Here, the people may add particular intercessions or thanksgivings. 
Leader You are our shelter, O Lord, a light upon our path, a presence in our darkness, a companion on 

our travels, there at the journey’s end. Hear our prayers and may your mercy be upon us.  
People Amen. 
Leader Jesus says, “Come to me you who are troubled and I will give you rest.” So come, you who are 

broken in body or in spirit, you who are torn by relationships and doubt, you who feel deeply 
within yourselves the divisions of the world. Come, for Jesus invites us to bring our brokenness.  

 
 From now until the end of the service, you are invited to come to the Lady Altar and light a candle and kneel at 

the rail for prayers. Please move about as the Spirit leads you. 
 

Music during Prayers  
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Hymn during Prayers  

 
The Grace 

See that ye be at peace among yourselves, and love one another. Follow the example of good people of old 
and God will comfort you and help you, both in this world and in the world which is to come. In the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
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The Holy Communion 

 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  If is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right to thank you and praise you, giver of life, beloved of the poor and forgotten. We praise you for the 
prophets who in spite of persecution spoke your challenging word. We praise you that in Christ you chose to be 
born in a stable and revealed to poor shepherds. We praise you for Mary, first witness of the resurrection; and for 
all the women and men who have been trusted and empowered by you. With all the unremembered, outcast, with 
the poor and needy, with the trusting and hopeful in all the ages we praise you saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the Name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We praise you for Jesus Christ, friend of lepers and tax collectors, who chose a lift given up for others. 
 
On the night before he died, he shared a meal with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks and broke it and gave it 
to them saying: “This is my own body given for you. Do this to remember me.” 
 
After supper he took a cup of wine, blessed it and gave it to them saying: “This is by life-blood poured out for you. 
Do this to remember me.” 
 
So we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
Come now Holy Spirit of God. Come upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine, that in sharing this feast we 
may become the body of Christ. Break down walls of selfishness and fear and bring us all to the new age in which 
none go hungry and all are fed. Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, be all 
honor and glory now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The Invitation 
This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord. 
It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to love him more. 
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little, 
You who have been here often and you who have not been here long, 
You who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. 
It is his will that those who want him should meet him here. 
 
 
 
 



6 

 
The Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
Beloved Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above all things, and 
I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and 
Blood, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you. Let me never be separated 
from you in this life or in the life to come. Amen. 
 
Communion   The Priest will come and give you communion in your pew. 
 
Concluding Prayer 
God our Deliverer, by water and the Holy Spirit we have been buried with Christ and raised to the new life of 
grace: Give us inquiring and discerning hearts, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love 
you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.  
 
Blessing 
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Celebrant The Lord almighty grant us a peaceful night and a perfect end. 
All  Thanks be to God.  
 
Concluding Musical Meditation  
 

 
 
 

Please leave immediately and quietly at the end of  the service  
as we wish to continue to contemplate the sacred mysteries we have received. 

We continue to practice social distancing while entering and leaving the space. 
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Worship Leaders 
 

    The Reverend Manny Faria Celebrant 
    Ryan Patten Musician 
    Paul Massari Lector 
    Christine Reichert Prayers, Usher 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Permissions for livestreaming  
 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license A-401113, 
from St James Music Press with license number 7273, and from RiteSong. All other music used in this service is in 
the Public Domain.  
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— Grace Episcopal Church — 
 

A parish in the Episcopal Diocese of  Massachusetts 
 

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry    Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Alan M. Gates    Bishop Diocesan  
The Right Reverend Gayle E. Harris    Bishop Suffragan 
The Reverend Deborah A. Phillips    Rector 
Larry Kamp    Director of  Music 
Tom and Karen Tucker    Property Stewards 
Hugh MacKay and Joanne Moar    Vergers 

 
— Vestry — 

Ryan Patten    Senior Warden 
Peggy Carter    Junior Warden 
Barbara Layne    Clerk 
Angela Williams    Treasurer  
 
Laura Beasley-Topliffe, Andrew Bishop,      Members of   
Lisa Duffy, Katie LaBonte,     Vestry 
Joanna Troy, Matt vanHamersveld           


