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Grace Episcopal Church 
Sunday 20 June 2021 
Commemoration of  Juneteenth 
 

The Opening Rite      
 
Voluntary     Adagio in G minor Tomaso Albinoni
  Marshunda Smith, cello  Larry Kamp, organ
  
Opening Address and Confession 
Juneteenth marks a time in history that has remained largely unknown 
within the white community, yet it has long been celebrated among the 
African American community. The brutal history of slavery and segrega-
tion continues to inflict pain on our society, and Juneteenth offers a light 
of hope on the fight for freedom and justice. 
 
As noted by the National Museum of African American History & Cul-
ture, Juneteenth is a time to celebrate, to gather as a family, to reflect on 
the past and look to the future. Within the African American community, 
Juneteenth is known as a second “Independence Day”. It is a holiday that 
commemorates the June 19, 1865 announcement of the abolition of slav-
ery in Texas, and more generally the emancipation of African American 
slaves throughout the Confederate South. Emancipation did not finally 
come until General Gordon Granger rode into Galveston, Texas and is-
sued General Order No. 3, on June 19, almost two and a half years after 
President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation on 
January 1, 1863. 
 
We mark this moment as a Church not only as the end of the institution of 
American slavery, but also as a reminder of the continued work to disman-
tle the sin of white supremacy which permeates every aspect of our lives.  
 
During this time of worship, we will celebrate the gifts and beauty of the 
Black community, acknowledge the atrocities of our past and the present, 
and commit to working toward a more equitable future. This being Fa-
thers’ Day, we will hear the experience of two fathers living in homes of 
privilege; one striving to raise an anti-racist son and the other a white man 
raising a beautiful black daughter. We will listen to the words of prophets 
of old and those of today. We will sing hymns of praise to the One who 
loves us all as Beloved children. 
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So let us lift our prayers and voices in the spirit of reconciliation and new 
life as we journey together towards justice and truth. And as a right begin-
ning to this observance, let us humbly confess our sins. 
 
The Confession of Sin (said by all)  
O God, who created and loves all people, we come before you today con-
fessing the sin of racism in our country, our church and in ourselves. For-
give us for our part in it, for the ways we have contributed to the oppres-
sion of others whether knowingly or unknowingly. We want to be differ-
ent and for our nation to be different, but it is hard when we face the in-
justice of institutions as well as the prejudice in ourselves. Help us to see 
the reality of racism and bigotry wherever it exists and to have the cour-
age to challenge it.  Through your Holy Spirit, may we be given the grace 
and power to change within ourselves and also, to join with others to do 
the work of love and justice in the world; to move toward the goal of 
bringing an end to racism. Through the name of your son, Jesus, who 
came for all people. Amen.  (Heather Burtch - United Methodist Church) 

 
Officiant 
Take heart: God’s Spirit empowers us to move from the ways of death to 
the ways of new life. Our sins are forgiven. Let us forgive one another 
and give ourselves to one another in joyful community of justice and 
peace. 

  
A Reading Howard Thurman 
The movement of the Spirit of God in the hearts of men and women 
often calls them to act against the spirit of their times or causes them to 
anticipate a spirit which is yet in the making. In a moment of dedication 
they are given wisdom and courage to dare a deed that challenges and to 
kindle a hope that inspires.  
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Hymn #75 Lift Every Voice and Sing  

Words: Martin Janus Music:  William B. Cooper  
Used with permission RiteSong 
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A Celebration of Emancipation 
  

A Reading from Scripture Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you 
as an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall 
take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest 
from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in 
a basket and go to the place that the Lord your God will choose as a 
dwelling for his name. You shall go to the priest who is in office at that 
time, and say to him, ‘Today I declare to the Lord your God that I have 
come into the land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us.’ When 
the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the 
altar of the Lord your God, you shall make this response before 
the Lord your God: ‘A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went 
down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he 
became a great nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated 
us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, we cried to 
the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our 
affliction, our toil, and our oppression. The Lord brought us out of Egypt 
with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of 
power, and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and 
gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I bring the 
first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given me.’ You 
shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down before 
the Lord your God. Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens 
who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that 
the Lord your God has given to you and to your house.  
 

 Lector     The Word of the Lord.  
 People Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle  A Song of Wisdom (read together) 
Wisdom freed from a nation of oppressors * 
 a holy people and a blameless race. 
She entered the soul of a servant of the Lord, * 
 withstood dread rulers with wonders and signs. 
To the saints she gave the reward of their labors, * 
 and led them by a marvelous way; 
She was their shelter by day * 
 and a blaze of stars by night. 
She brought them across the Red Sea, * 
 she led them through mighty waters; 
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But their enemies she swallowed in the waves * 
 and spewed them out from the depths of the abyss. 
And then, Lord, the righteous sang hymns to your Name, * 
 and praised with one voice your protecting hand; 
For Wisdom opened the mouths of the mute, * 
 and gave speech to the tongues of a new-born people. 
 
Collect 
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the 
dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him 
who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
   

A Celebration of the Gifts and Beauty of the Black Community 
 
Poem  “Won’t you celebrate with me” - Lucille  Clifton 
won't you celebrate with me 
what i have shaped into 
a kind of life? i had no model. 
born in babylon 
both nonwhite and woman 
what did i see to be except myself? 
i made it up 
here on this bridge between 
starshine and clay, 
my one hand holding tight 
my other hand; come celebrate 
with me that everyday 
something has tried to kill me 
and has failed. 
 

Reflection Brian Fizer 

 
Cello Anthem     Meditation Frank Bridge 
  Marshunda Smith, cello  Larry Kamp, piano 

 
A Commitment Rite 
  
A Reading from Scripture John 15:12-17 
‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s  
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friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call  
you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known 
to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose 
me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that 
will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my 
name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 
 
 Lector The Word of the Lord 
 People Thanks be to God 
  
Hymn #62 Lift Every Voice and Sing 
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Words: Galatians 3:28; adapt. John Oxenham (1852-1941) 
Music:   McKee, Negro Spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh (1866-1949) 
Used with permission RiteSong 
 
Reflection Jason Stonehouse 
 
Shake Us From Our Slumber   - Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
When our eyes do not see the gravity of racial justice, 
Shake us from our slumber and open our eyes, O Lord. 
When out of fear we are frozen into inaction, 
Give us a spirit of bravery, O Lord. 
When we try our best but say the wrong things, 
Give us a spirit of humility, O Lord. 
When the chaos of this dies down, 
Give us a lasting spirit of solidarity, O Lord. 
When it becomes easier to point fingers outwards, 
Help us to examine our own hearts, O Lord. 
God of truth, in your wisdom, Enlighten Us. 
God of hope in your kindness, Heal Us. 
Creator of All People, in your generosity, Guide Us. 
Racism breaks your heart, break our hearts for what breaks yours,  
O Lord. 
 
Ever present God, you called us to be in relationship with one another and 
promised to dwell wherever two or three are gathered. In our community, 
we are many different people; we come from many different places, have 
many different cultures. Open our hearts that we may be bold in finding the 
riches of inclusion and the treasures of diversity among us. We pray in faith. 
Amen. 
 
The Commitment 
Leader  We have spent some time together celebrating the gifts and beauty 
of the Black community, and acknowledging our sin of racism. We have 
heard the experience of two fathers living in homes of privilege who have 
committed to raising up a new generation of anti-racists. We have listened 
to the words of prophets of old and those of today. We have worshiped the 
One who loves us all as Beloved children. 
 
Now we come and commit to follow Jesus and to do the work of racial rec-
onciliation and justice. 
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As a way of marking this moment of renewed promise let us take this time 
to consider an action we will take. 
 
You may be called to support this work within the Grace Church  
community by: 
attending a cottage meeting or training, considering the ways white privilege 
holds us back from full engagement with God, acknowledging our own acts 
of micro-aggression, striving to raise an antiracist child, engaging in our 
Black Poets study, learning more about the history and contributions of Af-
rican Americans, tending to the children in our partnership, working for 
economic justice, protecting our environment, welcoming the stranger, 
working for peace, or any other act which reconciles us to God and one 
another. 
 
Then, if you wish to make a public sign of this, you may share your commit-
ment in the comments section either on Facebook Live or on Youtube. 
   
So come and follow Jesus, you who have committed yourselves already and 
you who would like to for the first time; you who have given yourselves to 
racial reconciliation and you who feel moved by the Spirit to begin to offer 
yourselves; you who have been faithful in your life commitments, and you 
who have failed. 
 
Come, for our Lord invites us to follow him, and to make new beginnings in 
our lives. 
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The Offertory Hymn #202 Lift Every Voice and Sing 

Words: C. Eric Lincoln (b. 1924) 
Music: Hezekiah Brinson, Jr. (b. 1958) 
Used with permission RiteSong    
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The Concluding Rite 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Collect for Juneteenth 
Holy and righteous God, You created us in Your image. Grant us grace to 
contend fearlessly against evil and to make no peace with oppression. 
Help us, like those of generations before us who resisted the evil of slav-
ery and human bondage in any form and any manner of oppression. Help 
us to use our freedoms to bring justice among people and nations every-
where, to the glory of Your Holy Name through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen . Amen. 
  
Concluding Prayer 
In this worship and when we leave this place, we pray for more than con-
viction. We pray, O Lord, for change. Change the easy peace we make 
with ourselves into discontent because of the oppression of others. 
Change our tendency to defend ourselves into the freedom that comes 
from being forgiven and empowered through your love. Change our need 
for disguises, excuses, and images into the ability to be honest with our-
selves and open with one another. Change our inclination to judge others 
into a desire to serve and uplift others. And most of all, Lord, change our 
routine worship and work into genuine encounter with you and our better 
selves so that our lives will be changed for the good of all. We ask this in 
the Name of Jesus Christ. Amen.  (ECUSA - “Seeing the Face of God in Each 
     Other) 
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Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Concluding Sentence  
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from generation to 
generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen.   - Ephesians 3:20,21 
 
Closing Voluntary   
 
 

Worship Leaders 
 
The Reverend Deborah Phillips Officiant  
Larry Kamp Organist 
Mashunda Smith Cellist 
Brian Fizer, Jason Stonehouse  Reflectionists 
Ryan Patten, Maureen Bingham Deb Papps,  
Jane Thompson (Members of the Antiracism Team) Assisting 
 

Contributors  
 

Howard Thurman (November 18, 1899 – April 10, 1981) was an American 
author, philosopher, theologian, educator, and civil rights leader. As a promi-
nent religious figure, he played a leading role in many social justice move-
ments and organizations of the twentieth century. Thurman's theology of 
radical nonviolence influenced and shaped a generation of civil rights activ-
ists, and he was a key mentor to leaders within the civil rights movement, 
including Martin Luther King Jr. Thurman served as dean of Rankin 
Chapel at Howard University from 1932 to 1944 and as dean of Marsh 
Chapel at Boston University from 1953 to 1965. In 1944, he co-founded, 
along with Alfred Fisk, the first major interracial, interdenominational church 
in the United States. Howard Thurman died on April 10, 1981 in San Fran-
cisco, California. 
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William B. Cooper (1920-1993) was a native of Philadelphia. He re-
ceived his B.M. and M.M. degrees from the Philadelphia College or Per-
forming Arts and a Doctorate of Music from Columbia Pacific University 
(California). In 1988, he was awarded a Doctorate of Sacred Music 
(honoris causa) from Christ Theological Seminary in Yonkers, New York. 
Cooper pursued additional music studies at the School of Sacred Music of 
Union Theological Seminary (New York), the Manhattan School of Mu-
sic, and Trinity College of Music (London). He served on the music facul-
ties of Bennett College (Greensboro, NC) and Hampton University 
(Hampton, VA) as well as 26 years in the New York City School System. 
Cooper also served as Minister of Music at historic Saint Philip’s Episco-
pal Church (1953-74) and Saint Martin’s Episcopal Church (1974-88) in 
Harlem. His musical output consists of works for organ, voice, chorus, 
orchestra, and ballet. Composed in 1973, Pastorale is one of three Cooper  
organ works by this title. It is a set of variations based on a melody from 
William Walker’s 19th century compilation, The Southern Harmony and 
Musical Companion.  
 
Lucille Clifton  (June 27, 1936 – February 13, 2010) was an American 
poet. She studied at Howard University, before transferring to SUNY Fre-
donia, near her hometown. She was discovered as a poet by Langston 
Hughes and published Clifton's poetry in his highly influential anthol-
ogy, The Poetry of the Negro (1970). A prolific and widely respected 
poet, Lucille Clifton’s work emphasizes endurance and strength through 
adversity, focusing particularly on African-American experience and fam-
ily life. She was awarded the prestigious Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize in 2007, 
and was the first author to have two books of poetry chosen as finalists 
for the Pulitzer Prize, Good Woman: Poems and a Memoir, 1969-
1980 (1987) and Next: New Poems (1987). She served as the state of 
Maryland’s poet laureate from 1974 until 1985, and won the prestigious 
National Book Award for Blessing the Boats: New and Selected Poems, 
1988-2000. In addition to her numerous poetry collections, she wrote 
many children’s books. Clifton was a Distinguished Professor of Humani-
ties at St. Mary’s College of Maryland and a Chancellor of the Academy of 
American Poets. Her writing covered countless subjects in important 
ways, leading her poetry to be read by people with a wide variety of back-
grounds and interests.  
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Harry Burleigh (December 2, 1866 – September 12, 1949) was an Ameri-
can classical composer, arranger, and professional singer known for 
his baritone voice. The first black composer instrumental in developing 
characteristically American music, Burleigh made black music available to 
classically trained artists both by introducing them to spirituals and by ar-
ranging spirituals in a more classical form. Burleigh also intro-
duced Antonín Dvořák to Black American music, which influenced some  
of Dvořák's most famous compositions and led him to say that Black mu-
sic would be the basis of an American classical music.  
 
Martin Luther King, Jr. was an African American Baptist minister and 
activist who became the most visible spokesperson and leader in the 
American civil rights movement from 1955 until his assassination in 1968. 
King advanced civil rights through nonviolence and civil disobedience, 
inspired by his Christian beliefs and the nonviolent activism of Mahatma 
Gandhi. He was the son of early civil rights activist Martin Luther King Sr. 
King participated in and led marches for blacks' right to vote, desegrega-
tions to vote, labor rights, and other basic civil rights. King led the 
1955 Montgomery bus boycott and later became the first president of  
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). As president of the 
SCLC, he led the unsuccessful Albany Movement in Albany, Georgia, and 
helped organize some of the nonviolent 1963 protests in Birmingham, Ala-
bama. King helped organize the 1963 March on Washington, where he 
delivered his famous "I Have a Dream" speech on the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial. 
 
Charles Eric Lincoln (June 23, 1924 – May 14, 2000) was an African-
American scholar. He was the author of several books, including sociologi-
cal works such as The Black Church Since Frazier (1974) and Race, Relig-
ion and the Continuing American Dilemma (1984), as well as fiction and 
poetry. He received a BA in sociology and philosophy from LeMoyne-
Owen College in Memphis, Tennessee, in 1947. In 1954, he received an 
MA from Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee. In 1956, he received a 
Bachelor of Divinity from the University of Chicago, and in 1957 he was 
ordained as a Methodist minister. He went on to earn a master's degree in 
Education, and in 1960 he received a PhD in Social Ethics from Boston 
University. His novel, The Avenue, Clayton City, won the Lillian Smith Book 
Award for Best Southern Fiction in 1988 and the International Black Writ-
ers' Alice Browning Award in 1989. In 1990 he was elected to the Fellow-
ship of Southern Writers. He was friends with Martin Luther King 
Jr., Malcolm X, and Alex Haley. In 1990, he was cited by Pope John Paul 
II for "scholarly service to the church" 



15 

 

 
Hezekiah Brinson, Jr. (1958-) is a composer of many hymns. Having 
received his B.A. and M.A from the University of New Orleans in Music 
Education, he later received a Doctorate of Music Arts from the Ameri-
can Conservatory of Music in Theory and Composition. He is currently 
Minister of Music at Ninevah Baptist Church in Metairie, Louisinana. 
 
Marshunda Smith Now in her 14th year of being a New England resi-
dent, Marshunda Smith hails from Tennessee, and she comes from a fam-
ily tradition of music. She started playing cello in 6th grade because of a 
teenage crush but ended up falling in love with the cello instead. After 
obtaining her Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, Marshunda began teaching at a local high school. She com-
pleted her Master’s degree in Orchestral Conducting with an emphasis in 
Music Education at the University of Southern Maine, under the tutelage 
of Dr. Robert Lehmann. Other past conducting mentors include James 
Fellenbaum, Victor Yampolsky, Harold Farberman and Richard 
Rosenberg.  
 
While in Maine, she conducted the Odeon Youth Orchestra as well as 
guest conducted during various music festivals in the state.  
In February of 2018, Marshunda guest conducted the North Shore Phil-
harmonic Orchestra and made history by becoming the orchestra's second 
female conductor in 20 years and the first African American to conduct 
the orchestra in its 70-year history! 
 
Currently, Marshunda is working on several musical endeavors titled "The 
Marshunda Project presents". The first Marshunda Project premiered on 
October 5, 2019. She conducted and premiered new works by a local 
composer as well as brought forth works for chamber orchestra from 
composers who aren't well known. Because of the success of the first pro-
ject concert, Marshunda is creating a series of concerts. "Il Violoncello 
Italiano" and "Second-Hand Melodies" are two concerts that are coming 
up in the near future. 
 
When not performing, recording or making history, Marshunda pursues 
her love of teaching, inspiring young musicians, and sharing her own 
quirky sense of fun with others. She teaches at the Waldorf School in Bev-
erly, MA and holds a private music studio of violin, viola, and cello stu-
dents. 
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The Mission of Grace Church is to unconditionally invite 
all people to join us in building a faithful Episcopal con-
gregation that goes out into the community and through 
prayer, presence, and partnering improves the quality of 
life by bringing everyone closer to God. 

Grace Episcopal Church 
385 Essex Street 

Salem, Massachusetts 01970 

(978) 744-2796 
 

E-mail: info@gracechurchsalem.org 
Web: www.gracechurchsalem.org 

 

— Grace Episcopal Church — 
 

A parish in the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts 
 

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Alan M. Gates Bishop Diocesan  
The Right Reverend Gayle E. Harris Bishop Suffragan 
The Reverend Deborah A. Phillips Rector 
Larry Kamp Director of Music 
Tom and Karen Tucker Property Stewards 
Hugh MacKay and Joanne Moar Vergers 

 
— Vestry — 

Brian Fizer Senior Warden 
Peggy Carter Junior Warden 
Ryan Patten Clerk 
Joanne Moar Treasurer 
 
Laura Beasley-Topliffe, Andrew Bishop Members of Vestry 
Lisa Duffy, Katie LaBonte 
Jane Stewart, Angela Williams 
 


