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Welcome! We are so glad you are here 

 

Welcome to those of you here. Here’s some information: 
Most Sundays, we have  Church School at 10:00 am with our trained teach-
ers. The classroom is located through the door at the front right of the 
chapel and down the hall; please ask if you need help finding it. The chil-
dren will join us in church at the Peace and for Communion. All baptized 
children of any age are welcome to receive communion. 
 

Please join in the singing! Hymnals are located in the pew and the num-
bers are listed in the leaflet. “S” numbered hymns are found in the front of 
the Hymnal 1982. The Book of Common Prayer may also be found in the rack 
in front of you. When you sing, please wear a mask. 
 

We are a self-supporting congregation, so when we pass the plate in the 
middle of the service, please be generous. Today’s collection will support 
our ministries to the community. 
 

At the communion, God welcomes all to the heavenly banquet. The 
Episcopal Church offers the sacraments to anyone baptized in any denomi-
nation who, through prayer and thoughtful consideration, desires them. 
Please come to the communion rail to receive the bread whether you are 
an Episcopalian or not, or to receive a blessing.  
 

When coming to the rail for communion, please kneel or stand at the 
rail from right to left until the rail is full. You may receive the wafer or may 
ask for a blessing. Please let the priest know if you need gluten free. 
 

Our priest, Debbie, is available after the service to answer any questions 
you might have. Please let her know your thoughts about today’s service. 
 

If this is your first time here, we ask that you let us know and sign 
the book at the entrance of the church.  
If you want more information, our website is www.gracechurchsalem.org. 
Our weekly newsletter, called Grace Notes, can be found there. If you wish 
to receive the newsletter, simply go to the website, open Grace Notes and 
subscribe. 
 

We hope you find the service meaningful and the embrace of our  
community inviting.  

 
Thank you for praying with us today. 
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Choral Holy Eucharist: Rite II 10:00 AM 

 
 

Opening Voluntary  I Have a Dream Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
      
Hymn at the Procession The Hymnal 1982, #124 
 What star is this?  Puer nobis 

 
The Opening Sentences The Book of Common Prayer, page 355 
 
The Song of Praise Lift Every Voice and Sing, #239 
 Kyrie Eleison Betty Carr Pulkingham 
  
The Collect of the Day  
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the 
world: Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, 
may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he may be known, wor-
shipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen.  

The Word of  the Lord 
 

The Lessons The people sit. 
The First Lesson Isaiah 49:1-7 

Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! 
The LORD called me before I was born, while I was in my mother's 
womb he named me. He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the 
shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his 
quiver he hid me away. And he said to me, “You are my servant, Isra-
el, in whom I will be glorified.” But I said, “I have labored in vain, I 
have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is 
with the LORD, and my reward with my God.” And now the LORD 
says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob 
back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am hon-
ored in the sight of the LORD, and my God has become my 
strength—he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my  
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of 
Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may 
reach to the end of the earth.” Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of 
Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the na-
tions, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and 
they shall prostrate themselves, because of the LORD, who is faithful,  
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the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
  

 Lector The Word of the Lord.  
 People Thanks be to God. 

 
 Psalm 40   

1 I waited patiently upon the LORD; * 
he stooped to me and heard my cry. 

2 He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay; * 
he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure. 

3 He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; * 
many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the Lord.  

4 Happy are they who trust in the LORD! * 
they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods. 

5 Great things are they that you have done, O LORD my God! 
how great your wonders and your plans for us! * 
there is none who can be compared with you. 

6 Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! * 
but they are more than I can count. 

7 In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure * 
(you have given me ears to hear you); 

8 Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required, * 
and so I said, "Behold, I come. 

9 In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: * 
'I love to do your will, O my God; your law is deep in my heart."' 

10 I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; * 
behold, I did not restrain my lips; and that, O LORD, you know. 

11 Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart; 
I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance; * 
I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the great 
congregation. 

12 You are the LORD; do not withhold your compassion from me; * 
let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever. 

 
 The  Epistle A Letter from a Birmingham Jail 

  
Sequence Hymn  Lift Every Voice and Sing ,#106 
  Precious Lord, take my hand Thomas A Dorsey 
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The Gospel John 1:29-42 

 Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
   according to John.  
  People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

John saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I 
said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.’ I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with 
water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John 
testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent 
me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 
And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of 
God.” The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 
and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the 
Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they fol-
lowed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to 
them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which 
translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, 
“Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they 
remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the after-
noon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was 
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first found his brother Simon and 
said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated 
Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said,  
“You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is 
translated Peter).   
 

 Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
The Sermon  The Reverend Deborah Phillips 
 
The Nicene Creed The Book of Common Prayer, page 358 
 
Prayers of the People 
Gracious God, who has summoned women and men throughout the ages 
to be witnesses to your love, give us strength and courage to follow their 
good examples.  

Thy kingdom come, O Lord, thy will be done. 
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Help us to remember this day all those who must continue to fight for 
civil rights, give us the strength and courage to follow them to those plac-
es of danger and sorrow, where love is so desperately needed. 

Thy kingdom come, O Lord, thy will be done. 
 

Help us to love our neighbors and to see the whole world as our neigh-
borhood. We ask you prayers for all those on our parish prayer list and 
those whom we now name, either silently or aloud. Give us strength and 
courage to advocate for those whose life journey is so different from our 
own. 

Thy kingdom come, O Lord, thy will be done. 
 

We ask that you send your Spirit upon us, that we too may be inspired by 
the good example of your servant Martin Luther King, Jr. Let our cries 
come to you and send your Wisdom, as we continue the work begun for 
affordable housing, the freedom to love, protection under the law, envi-
ronmental, educational and economic justice, safe passage, and the rights 
afforded to all.   

Thy kingdom come, O Lord, thy will be done. 
 

Most glorious God, we ask that you remember this day all your servants 
who have died working in your vineyard, especially Martin and all those 
whom we now name. May the light of freedom shine upon them. 

Thy kingdom come, O Lord, thy will be done. 
 
The Confession and Absolution The Book of Common Prayer, page 360 

 

 
The Peace 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

Offertory Anthem   American Spiritual 
My Lord, what a morning, when the stars begin to fall. You’ll hear the trumpet sound, 
to wake the nations underground, looking at my God’s right hand, when the stars 
begin to fall. You’ll hear the sinner cry… You’ll hear the Christian shout. 
 
Hymn at the Presentation  The Hymnal 1982, #583 
 O holy city seen of John Morning Song 
 
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A  BCP, page 361 
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Sanctus (Holy, holy, holy) Lift Every Voice and Sing, #255 
     Betty Carr Pulkingham 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  Book of Common Prayer, page 364 
 
Fraction Anthem   

All present are invited to reverently receive the Holy Sacrament.  
 
Communion Hymn Lift Every Voice and Sing, #160 
 This little light of mine William Farley Smith 
 
Postcommunion Prayer page 365 
 
Postcommunion Hymn Lift Every Voice and Sing, #141 
  Shall we gather at the river Robert Lowry 
 
Blessing  
 
Dismissal 
 
Closing Voluntary Praise to you, O Christ J. S. Bach 

  
 

— Worship Leaders — 
 

The Reverend Deborah Phillips Presider and Preacher  
Eileen Hunt   Organist and Choir Director 
Joanne Moar  Verger 
Gavin Watson-Bertrand Acolyte 
Caroline Watson-Felt Lector 
Tom and Karen Tucker Ushers 
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Our Prayers are offered for  
Jeremy Parker, Cindy Rhodes, Ariana Ortega, Ron, James Phillips, David 
Stonehouse, Linda Layne, Daniel Brundige, Whitney Goodhue, Evan Wag-
ner, Garrett Graves, Gerald Tucker, Allison Mascolo, Melissa Glassman, 
The Bishop-Tanquay Family, Max Joyce, Inga and Todd and Family, Mel, 
Melissa Glassman, Corey MacNeil, Helen Phillips, Zan Duffy, Dianne, Sarah 
Colvin Duffy, Michael Towey, Jenny, Loretta and Kris, Deb Papps, Derek 
Fuller and Family, the people of Palestine, Afghanistan, and Ukraine; the 
Boys and Girls Club of Greater Salem, the Salem Public Schools and for an 
end to racism, war, anti-Semitism, gun violence and oppression. If you have 
prayer requests, please email regathering@gracechurchsalem.org by Tuesday 
at noon for publication in that week's e-news. If you would like to add 
someone to our prayer list, please email gcis1@verizon.net. 
 
 

Calendar for the Week 
 

Today:   9:15 am  Choir Rehearsal 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist  
   Commemorating Martin Luther King, Jr. 
  4:00 pm Celtic Evensong and Communion 
 
Monday:  Holiday  No Boys and Girls Clubs 
  5:30 pm Vestry 
 
Tuesday:  2:00 pm Boys and Girls Clubs 
  7:00 pm Knitters’ Group 
 
Wednesday:  10:00 am Art Class 
    2:00 pm Boys and Girls Clubs 
 
Thursday: Rector away  
  2:00 pm Boys and Girls Clubs 
 
Friday:  Rector away  
  2:00 pm Boys and Girls Clubs 
 
Saturday:  Rector away  
  2:00 pm Boys and Girls Clubs 
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About our Service this Morning 
 

Unlike most saints’ days, we celebrate The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. on 
his birthday, rather than on the day he was martyred. 
 
This morning’s service opens with a recording of King’s “I have a dream” 
speech, given on 28 August, 1963 as part of the March on Washington for 
Jobs and Freedom. Many forget that King fought as hard for an end to 
the Vietnam War and for equal pay as well as civil rights. 
 
“Precious Lord, take my hand,” was one of King’s favorite hymns. As he 
lay dying after his assassination, he asked that it be sung at his bedside as 
well as at his funeral. It was written by Thomas Dorsey in response to the 
death of his wife in childbirth and then death of his child a few days later. 
 
Though authorship is anonymous, “My Lord, What a Morning” was writ-
ten and composed by free Black people in the early nineteenth century. 
The text is full of biblical imagery of the second coming of Jesus. While it 
expresses awe and dread of the trumpet and the falling stars, it is also 
hopeful that God’s promised justice has finally arrived, and even “the na-
tions underground” are included in the promise.  
 
“O holy city seen of John” was written by Virginia-born Walter Russell 
Bowie (1882 -1969) who embraced the Social Gospel. Formulated by lib-
eral Protestants as a response to industrialization, urbanization, and the 
resulting economic inequality of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, this 
movement of the religious left addressed social sin and salvation and pro-
moted a just society based on cooperation and compassion as emphasized 
in the teachings of Jesus.  
 
In the 1950s and 60s, civil rights leaders turned to music as a vital tool in 
their fight for equality. Singing together unifies oppressed groups, rein-
forces their shared identity, communicates their desired outcomes, and 
strengthens their resolve.  "This Little Light of Mine" was well-known in 
the civil rights movement of the 1950s and 60s and was sung as they faced 
their oppressors with strength and dignity.  
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Upcoming Events 
 

Next Sunday, The Reverend Ann Perrott will celebrate and preach in a 
said service. There are many who remember the more simple service 
which was held at 8:00 on Sundays. This service will be similar. Church 
School will take place at 10:00 am and the children will join the congrega-
tion for communion.  
 
Debbie will be away from January 19 - 26. During this time, you may con-
tact our Senior Warden, Ryan Patten at 419-217-0163 for any issues that 
might arise. 
 
Each Tuesday evening, anyone interested in joining others in knitting are 
invited to come to Grace Church from 7:00—8:30pm. Our first project is 
knitting more hats for the youth of Salem. We will continue to consider 
ways we can meet the needs of our neighbors with our knitting needles! 
 
On Friday, January 27th, beginning at 6:00 pm, we will have a “Craft 
Night” for anyone interested. Bring an appetizer to share if you like, and 
come learn how to make a variety of winter crafts from master craftsper-
son Kourtni Patten. This fellowship event may be just the break you need 
to deal with cabin fever! 
 
On Sunday, January 29th, The Reverend Cliff Cutler will be our guest 
preacher while Debbie celebrates.  
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The Mission of Grace Church is to unconditionally invite 
all people to join us in building a faithful Episcopal con-
gregation that goes out into the community and through 
prayer, presence, and partnering improves the quality of 
life by bringing everyone closer to God. 

Grace Episcopal Church 
385 Essex Street 

Salem, Massachusetts 01970 
(978) 744-2796 

 

E-mail: info@gracechurchsalem.org 
Web: www.gracechurchsalem.org 

 

— Grace Episcopal Church — 
 

A parish in the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts 
 

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Alan M. Gates Bishop Diocesan  
The Right Reverend Gayle E. Harris Bishop Suffragan 
The Reverend Deborah A. Phillips Rector 
Mark Nelson Interim Director of Music 
Tom and Karen Tucker Property Stewards 
Hugh MacKay and Joanne Moar Vergers 

 
— Vestry — 

Ryan Patten Senior Warden 
Peggy Carter Junior Warden 
Barbara Layne Clerk 
Angela Williams Treasurer 
 
Laura Beasley-Topliffe, Andrew Bishop Members of Vestry 
Lisa Duffy, Katie Scott, Joanna Troy, Matt vanHamersveld 
 

 


