
All gather in the Lobby of  the Parish Hall 
 

Welcome and Invitation 
The People now move outside to the Fire 

 
The Lighting of  the Paschal Candle 

 
All recite the following:  Blessing of  the Kindling by Alexander Carmicheal 
 
I will kindle my fire this evening* 

In presence of the holy angels of heaven, 
In presence of Ariel of the loveliest form, 
In presence of Uriel of the myriad charms, 

Without malice, without jealousy, without envy, 
Without fear, without terror of any one under the sun, 
But the Holy Son of God to shield me. 

God, kindle Thou in my heart within 
A flame of love to my neighbor, 
To my foe, to my friend, to my kindred all, 
To the brave, to the knave, to the thrall, 

O Son of the loveliest Mary, 
From the lowliest thing that liveth, 
To the Name that is highest of all. 
 *changed from “morning” 

Opening   
 Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to life, the 

Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the 
Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory 
over death.  

 
Blessing of the New Fire   

Let us pray. 
O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: Sanctify this new 
fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may 
attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

All candles are now lit from the Paschal flame 

 

The Great Vigil of  Easter 
8 April 2023 7:00 pm 

 
We are so happy you are here.  

 

We come from many places to be together for a little while.  
Each of  us brings our own experience and traditions to this gathering.  

 

So here in this place, let us take time together to encounter the holy. 



 
Procession into the Chapel 

All follow the Paschal Candle, the light of Christ, which leads us to eternal life, into the Chapel for the next portion of the service. 
 

Exsultet 
Please be seated in the chapel area of the church while the priest sings a song of praise to the Christ - Light. 

 
The Story of  God’s Saving Acts  

Please extinguish your candles 
 

Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; and let us pray 
that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 

 
The First Lesson Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea         Exodus 14:10-31, 15:20-21 
 
V. As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great 
fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that 
you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not 
the very thing we told you in Egypt, 'Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better 
for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness." But Moses said to the people,  
R. Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today. 
 
V. Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward.  But you lift up 
your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry 
ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory 
for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I 
am the LORD, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers."  
R. Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today. 
 
V. The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of 
cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the 
army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the 
other all night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east 
wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on 
dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.  
R. Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today. 
 
V. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 
At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw 
the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians 
said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt." Then the LORD said to 
Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their 
chariots and chariot drivers." So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its 
normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned 
and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; 
not one of them remained.  
R. Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
V. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and 
on their left. Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the 
seashore. Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and 
believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses. Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in 
her hand; and all the women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: 
"Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea."  
 R. Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today. 

 
Hymn Singing songs of expectation 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Let us pray.   (Silence) 
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the power of 
your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all na-
tions by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of 
Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Second Lesson A New Heart and a New Spirit   Ezekiel 36:24-28 
 
V. I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into your own land.  
R. You will call your walls, Salvation, and all your portals, Praise. 
 
V. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleanness, 
 and from all your idols I will cleanse you.  
R. Out of my heart shall flow rivers of living waters. 
 
V. A new heart I will give you,  and a new spirit I will put within you;  
 and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.  
R. And now, O Lord, I bend the knee of my heart. 
 
V. I will put my spirit within you,  and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances.  
R. I will praise you without ceasing all the days of my life. 
 
V. Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my people, 
 and I will be your God. 
R. It was you, O God, who made my inmost self, you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
 I praise you, for I am marvelously made; all your works are wonderful and I know it well. 
 
Hymn As longs the deer for cooling streams (see facing page)  
  
Let us pray.   (Silence) 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of reconciliation: 
Grant that all who are reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may show forth in their lives what they pro-
fess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Hymn  As long the deer for cooling streams William Bradley Roberts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Third Lesson The Valley of  the Dry Bones  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
V. The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down 
in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the val-
ley, and they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you 
know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the 
LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay 
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you 
shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD." 
R. If God can bring dry bones to life, imagine what God is doing in us. 
 
V. So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the 
bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, 
and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, 
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live." I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
R. If God can breathe life into dry bones, imagine what God can do in us. 
 
V. Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, 
and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: 
I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to 
the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up  
from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your 
own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act," says the LORD.  
R. Do not lose hope. If God can raise the dead, imagine what he will do in us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us pray.   (Silence) 
Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into righteousness and out of death 
into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and the power to proclaim you to all the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Fourth Lesson The Gathering of  God’s People             Zephaniah 3:12-20 
Leader Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!  
People Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!  
 

Leader The Lord has taken away the judgments against you,  
People he has turned away your enemies.  
 

Leader The king of Israel, the  Lord, is in your midst;  
People you shall fear disaster no more.  
 

Leader On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion;  
People do not let your hands grow weak.  
 

Leader The Lord, your God, is in your midst,  
People a warrior who gives victory;  
 

Leader he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love;  
People he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival.  
 

Leader I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.  
People I will deal with all your oppressors at that time.  
 

Leader And I will save the lame and gather the outcast,  
People and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.  
 

Leader At that time I will bring you home,  
People at the time when I gather you;  
 

Leader for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth,  
People when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 

  
Hymn  As newborn stars 

  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



  
Let us pray   (Silence) 

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and 
sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let 
the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had 
grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom 
all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Renewal of  Baptismal Vows 
The Celebrant then says 
  Who is being presented to renew their vows? 
People We are presenting ourselves. 
 

Celebrant And by what name does God call you? 
People We are called “Beloved.” 
 

 
Celebrant Dearly Beloved, through the Paschal mystery we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, and 

raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten observance is ended, 
to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his 
works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church.  
 

Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your  commitment to Jesus Christ? 
People I do. 
 

 
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. 
 
Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
People I will with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
People I will with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People I will with God’s help. 
 
 



 
Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People I will with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 
People I will with God’s help. 
 
The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows 
May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spir-
it, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen.  

 

The First Celebration of  Easter 
 
  

Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People  The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

During the Organ Fanfare, the Crucifer and Choir process into the Chancel, leading the congregation into the nave. 
  

The Song of Praise   Wonder, Love and Praise, #880 
 Christ our Passover  Sine Nomine 
    
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's resurrection: Stir up in your Church 
that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may wor-
ship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons   Please be seated. 

The Epistle            Romans 6:3-11 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with 
him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old 
self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved 
to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also 
live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has do-
minion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you 
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

  Lector The Word of the Lord 
  People Thanks be to God. 

 
Sequence Hymn  The Hymnal 1982, #187 
 Through the Red Sea brought at last  Straf mich nicht 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Gospel  Luke 24:1-12 
    Gospeller The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
  People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
On the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women who had come with Jesus from Galilee came to the 
tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when 
they went in, they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling 
clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said 
to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he  
told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, 
and on the third day rise again." Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they told 
all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and  
the other women with them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and 
they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen 
cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.  
 

     Gospeller  The Gospel of the Lord. 
     People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Peace 

The Holy Communion 
  
Anthem at the Offering I know that my Redeemer lives! Dan Forrest
      
Hymn at the Presentation   The Hymnal 1982, #199
   Come ye faithful, raise the strain  St. Kevin
   
Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
 People  And also with you 
 Celebrant  Lift up your hearts 
 People  We lift them to the Lord 
 Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
 People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant  O God of mystery and promise, God of resurrection and new life, you invite us to discover you in the 

 intimate places of ourselves and in service to others. You invite us to discover you within the com-
 plexities of our humanity, in passionate and tender loving, in struggle and pain, in confusion and un-
knowing, in flashes of insight and wisdom. You also call us beyond ourselves to places of imagination, 
beyond the silent stars, in the deep rhythms of the ocean, in the unending cycles of day and night, sea-
sons of life and death. 
 

With saints and ancestors, with the seas and earth and sky, with animals and birds, with our friends 
and those unknown to us, with all creation we join in the song of your unending glory: 

 
Sanctus  The Hymnal 1982, S 129 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord Robert Powell 
 
Celebrant  We praise you that in Jesus you make known to us the wonder and richness of our humanity.  We  

give thanks for his life-giving love, for his healing touch, for his vulnerability and for his gentleness. 
 
 



 
Before he gave up his life, he shared his humanity, his flesh and blood with his friends.  He took bread, 
gave thanks for it, broke it and gave it to them saying: 

 

All  “This is my own body given for you.  Do this to remember me.” 
 
Celebrant   So too after they had eaten, he took wine, gave thanks for it and gave it to them saying: 
 

All  “This is my blood, poured out in love for you.  Do this to remember me.” 
 
Celebrant   So we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

All Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 
Celebrant Come now, Spirit of God, and descend upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy 

gifts for your holy people. As we eat and drink these bodily things, make us one body, food for  
 the world, one blood to be poured out for the life of all. Touch us with your gentle creativity and fire 

us with longing for the new age of justice and peace. We ask this through Jesus who gave his body that 
we might be one and his blood that we might find new life.  With him, and through him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, be to you, O God, all honor and glory forever.  AMEN. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer   page 364 
 
The Fraction 
 
The Invitation  
Celebrant This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.  
 It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to love him more. 
 So come, you who have much faith and you who have little,  
 You who have been here often, and you who have not been here long,  
 you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
 Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.  
 It is his will that those who want him should meet him here. 

 
Hymn at the Communion  The Hymnal 1982, #178 
   Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord  Alleluia No. 1 
 
Postcommunion Prayer (said by all)  
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off you met us in your Son and 
brought us home. May we who share Christ’s body, live his risen life; we who drink his cup, bring life to 
others; we whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world. Amen. 
 
Postcommunion Hymn   The Hymnal 1982, #207 
   Jesus Christ is risen today  Easter Hymn 
 
Blessing  
Celebrant   May you learn to see yourself with the same delight, pride, and expectation with which God see you in 
every moment; and may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 



 
Dismissal 
Celebrant   Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of the Resurrection. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Closing Voluntary  Toccata in G  Theodore Dubois  

 
Everyone is cordially invited to the Common Room for our 

Sparkling Reception to celebrate Easter!! 
 
 

— Worship Leaders — 
 

The Reverend Deborah Phillips  Celebrant and Preacher 
Ryan Patten  Organist and Choir Director 
Hugh MacKay, Joanne Moar  Vergers 
Gavin Watson Bertrand  Verger 
Katie Scott, Steve Allen, Lou Ann Faria, Eric Wagner, Barbara Layne  Lectors  
Tom and Karen Tucker  Ushers 
 
 

Welcome! We are so glad you are here 
 

Welcome to those of you here. Here’s some information: 
 

Please join in the singing! Hymnals are located in the pew and the numbers are listed in the leaflet. “S” num-
bered hymns are found in the front of the Hymnal 1982. The Book of Common Prayer may also be found in the rack 
in front of you. When you sing, please wear a mask. 
 

We are a self-supporting congregation, so when we pass the plate in the middle of the service, please be gener-
ous. Today’s collection will support our ministries to the community. 
 

At the communion, God welcomes all to the heavenly banquet. The Episcopal Church offers the sacraments 
to anyone baptized in any denomination who, through prayer and thoughtful consideration, desires them. Please 
come to the communion rail to receive the bread whether you are an Episcopalian or not, or to receive a blessing.  
 

When coming to the rail for communion, please kneel or stand at the rail from right to left until the rail is full. 
You may receive the wafer or may ask for a blessing. Please let the priest know if you need gluten free. 
 

Our priest, Debbie, is available after the service to answer any questions you might have. Please let her know 
your thoughts about today’s service. 
 

If this is your first time here, we ask that you let us know and sign the book at the entrance of the 
church.  
If you want more information, our website is www.gracechurchsalem.org. Our weekly newsletter, called Grace 
Notes, can be found there. If you wish to receive the newsletter, simply go to the website, open Grace Notes and 
subscribe. 
 

We hope you find the service meaningful and the embrace of our community inviting.  
 

Thank you for praying with us today. 
 

 

 



 
Easter Gifts  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Our Prayers are offered for  
 

For Jeanne Stella, Eric Wagner,  Jeremy Parker, Deb Young, Diane Rowand Burns, Cindy Rhodes, Ron, , Linda 
Layne, Daniel Brundige, Evan Wagner, Garrett Graves, Gerald Tucker, Allison Mascolo, Melissa Glassman, Max 
Joyce, Inga, Henry, and Lucas, Mel, Melissa Glassman, Corey MacNeil, Helen Phillips, Zan Duffy, Dianne, Sarah 
Colvin Duffy, Michael Towey, Jenny, Loretta and Kris, Deb Papps, Derek Fuller and Family, the people of Pales-
tine, and Ukraine; for the earthquake victims in Turkey and Syria, the Boys and Girls Club of Greater Salem, the 
Salem Public Schools and for an end to racism, war, anti-Semitism, gun violence and oppression. If you have pray-
er requests, please email  
regathering@gracechurchsalem.org by Tuesday at noon for publication in that week's e-news.  
 

 

In loving memory of 
Anne and Peter Seamans 

Pitt and Anne Willand 
Mary and Edward Carter 

Madeline Thomas 
Budge Abbot 

Mary Florence Barnes 
Martha Topliffe 

Mrs. Ayo Ogunbor on the  
5th anniversary of her death 
Norman and Vera Young 

Natalie Young and Gary Young, Jr. 
Helen and Colin Watson-Felt 

Dick Thomas 
Liz Thomas 

Catherine “Ma” Bertrand 
Michael Nowak 

Blanche and Guy Ambrifi 
John Ambrifi 

Tommy Perrott 
Reg and Mary Perrott 

Brandon Tully 
Pamela Lema 

Anne Marchitelli Canarie 
John Ellsworth McGraht 

Frank Good hue, Jr. 
G. Oliver Papps 

Jon D. Papps 
Louise and William Collins 

Judy Rhodes 
Babs Hawkes 
Marc Hawlena 

 
Thornton Clark 

Martica Marquardt 
Elizabeth Palmer 

Lynn Koons 
Gordon and Ruth Shemkus 

Diane Roward Burns 
Alvin and Persis Watts 

Robert Rhodes 
John J. Fifield 

Paula and Richard Wagner 
William F. Phillips 

Robert J McDonough 
Jeff Wells 

Elizabeth Phillips 
The Birchmore Family  

The Tucker Family  
Anne Busteed 

The Faria Family 
The Seelig Family 
The Cole Family 

Betty and Bill Gaither 
George Harris  

Friends, teachers, and family  
 

In thanksgiving for 
Jena, Gordon and Mikey and all our 

grandchildren 
Our great-granddaughter Maeve 
The Tucker Birchmore families 

Parker Phillips 
Grace Church Community 



 
Easter 2023 Message from  
The Most Reverend Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop 
  
This is a different Easter message. I’ve shared Easter messages from Jerusa-
lem some years ago, and I have shared Easter and Christmas messages from 
a variety of locations. Last year for Christmas, we were in San Diego. Today 
I’m in Paris, part of the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe. We 
just finished a revival—over 50 young people and some 300-400 people 
from all over Europe who came for this revival service. It was a remarkable 
thing to behold and be part of. 
 
The Convocation here in Europe is engaged in incredible ministries, with 
some joining together with Episcopal Relief & Development to make it pos-

sible for resettlement of those who are refugees from war and famine, particularly those who are refugees from 
Ukraine. 
 
Thinking about it—I realize not only with this view—but with the reality of Easter looming on our horizon, John’s 
Gospel opens: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” Then 
there is a point in which it says, of Christ coming into the world, “The light shines in the darkness and the dark-
ness cannot overcome it.” 
 
On that early Easter morning, John says in his 20th chapter, that early in the morning while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene and some of the other women went to the tomb. They went to the tomb after the crucifixion and buri-
al of Jesus. They went to the tomb of their world having fallen apart. They went to the tomb of all their hopes and 
dreams having collapsed. 
 
But they got up and they went anyway. They went to perform the rites of burial, to do for a loved one what you 
would want to do for them. They went, following the liturgies of their religion and their tradition, and, lo and be-
hold, when they went, they discovered that, even in the darkness, the light of God’s love, the light of Jesus 
Christ—the light of Christ, as we say in the Great Vigil—in fact, was shining in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it. 
 
Jesus had been raised from the dead. He was alive, and darkness and evil and selfishness could not stop him. 
Love—as the old song says—love lifted him up. 
 
We are here in Paris, this wonderful city. While there are protests going on in the city—garbage has not been col-
lected, and it’s all over the city—we are here in Paris, in Europe, with refugees streaming into this continent from 
all over the world, impacted by changes in weather pattern, impacted by war and famine. We are here in a world 
struggling to find its soul, but the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not, cannot, and will not over-
come it. Jesus lives. He has been raised from the dead. That is the message of Easter, and that is the good news of 
great tidings. From Paris, I’m Michael Curry. God love you. God bless you, and the light shines in the darkness, 
wherever there is darkness. This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine. Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
Amen.  
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