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The Opening Rite 
 
Musical Meditation Summer River 
 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
Opening Meditation  

 
Most High, all powerful, good Lord, Yours are the praises, the glory, the honor,  and all blessing. 
To You alone, Most High, do they belong, and no man is worthy to mention Your name. 
 
Be praised, my Lord, through all your creatures, especially through my lord Brother Sun, who brings the day; and 
you give light through him.  And he is beautiful and radiant in all his splendor!  Of you, Most High, he bears the 
likeness. Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon  and the stars, in heaven you formed them clear and pre-
cious and beautiful. 
 
Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Wind,  and through the air, cloudy and serene,  and every kind of 
weather through which You give sustenance to Your creatures. Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Water, 
which is very useful and humble and precious and chaste. 
 
Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Fire,  through whom you light the night and he is beautiful  and playful 
and robust and strong. Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Mother Earth,  who sustains us and governs us 
and who produces  varied fruits with colored flowers and herbs. 
 
Praised be You, my Lord,  through those who give pardon for Your love,  and bear infirmity and tribulation. 
Blessed are those who endure in peace,  for by You, Most High, they shall be crowned.—St. Francis 
 
The Invitatory and Psalm 

Officiant Blessed be the One who creates all things.  
People  The Holy One’s love is new every morning.  

 
Psalm 121 

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
from where is my help to come? 

2 My help comes from the Lord, * 
the maker of heaven and earth. 

Celtic Evensong and Communion 
St. Francis 

October 2, 2022 4:00 pm 
We are so happy you are here.  

 

We come from many places to be together for a little while.  
Each of  us brings our own experience and traditions to this gathering.  

 

So here in this place, let us take time together to encounter the holy. 
 

Please remember to silence all devices 
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3 He will not let your foot be moved * 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

5 The Lord himself watches over you; * 
the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
nor the moon by night. 

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * 
it is he who shall keep you safe. 

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 
from this time forth for evermore. 

 
Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 
Listen now to the Word of God 
 
The First Known Epistle of Francis   
O how happy and blessed are those who love the Lord and do as the Lord himself said in the gospel: You shall 
love the Lord your God with your whole heart and your whole soul, and your neighbor as yourself. Therefore, let 
us love God and adore him with pure heart and mind. This is his particular desire when he says: True worshipers 
adore the Father in spirit and truth. For all who adore him must do so in the spirit of truth. Let us also direct to 
him our praises and prayers, saying: "Our Father, who are in heaven," since we must always pray and never grow 
slack. Furthermore, let us produce worthy fruits of penance. Let us also love our neighbors as ourselves. Let us 
have charity and humility. Let us give alms because these cleanse our souls from the stains of sin. Men lose all the 
material things they leave behind in this world, but they carry with them the reward of their charity and the alms 
they give. For these they will receive from the Lord the reward and recompense they deserve. We must not be wise 
and prudent according to the flesh. Rather we must be simple, humble and pure. We should never desire to be 
over others. Instead, we ought to be servants who are submissive to every human being for God's sake. The Spirit 
of the Lord will rest on all who live in this way and persevere in it to the end. He will permanently dwell in them. 
They will be the Father's children who do his work. They are the spouses, brothers and mothers of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

 
 Lector    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

 People Thanks be to God. 
 
Musical Response Kingsfold 
  
The Second Reading  Matthew 11:25-30 

Jesus said, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise 
and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things 
have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows 
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
"Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke up-
on you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light." 
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Lector For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God among us, 
 and for the Word of God within us, 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Reflection  Paul Massari
   
Evening Prayer 
Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of this world; that, fol-
lowing the way of blessed Francis, we may, for love of you, delight in your whole creation with perfectness of joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Prayers for Ourselves and Others  

 

Leader  Let us turn our awareness to the Presence of the Divine that is always with us and always within us. 
Silence. 
 
Leader  Let us bring before God all of those people and situations that are in any kind of need. 
The people may add their intercessions either silently or aloud. 
 
Leader  Let us bring before God the poor, the forgotten, and those who are marginalized, as we renew our  
 commitment to the lonely and the unloved. 
The people may add their intercessions either silently or aloud. 
 
Leader  Let us ask God to use our prayerful intentions for the benefit of all who are in this room with us now,  
 people we know and love, as well as people who are strangers to us. May we be blessings to one another. 
The people may add their intercessions either silently or aloud. 
 
Leader  Let us call to mind our reasons to be thankful, as we remember our abundance and the lifegiving 
 way of gratitude. 
The people may add their intercessions either silently or aloud. 
 
Leader  May God still our minds, calm our hearts, breath fresh life into us, and make us instruments of peace,  
 justice and compassion. Amen. 
 
Leader   Jesus says, “Come to me you who are troubled and I will give you rest.”  So come, you who are broken 
in body or in spirit, you who are torn by relationships and doubt, you who feel deeply within yourselves the divi-
sions of the world.  Come, for Jesus invites us to bring our brokenness. 

 
Music during Prayers Peaceful River 
 
Hymn during the Prayers Lord, make us servants of your peace 
 
Lord, make us servants of your peace: where there is hate, may we sow love; 
where there is hurt, may we forgive; where there is strife, may we make one. 
 
Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
where all is night, may we sow light;  where all is tears, may we sow joy. 
 
Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek to be consoled, but to console, 
nor look to understanding hearts, but look for hearts to understand. 
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May we not look for love’s return, but seek to love unselfishly, 
for in our giving we receive, and in forgiving are forgiven. 
 
Dying, we live, and are reborn through death’s dark night to endless day: 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, to wake at last in heaven’s light. 
 
Words:   James Quinn (b. 1919), based on a prayer att. to St. Francis of Assisi (1182-1226) 
Music:    Dickinson College, Lee Hastings Bristol, Jr. (1923-1979) 
Used with permission RiteSong 
 
The Grace   In the created world around us we see the Eternal Artist, Eternal Love at work, and may its grace 
enfold you. Amen.  
 
The Peace 

The Holy Communion 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts 
People  We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  
Presider   We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you 
made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; 
earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. 
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not 
forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.  
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all 
creation as we sing: 

 
People Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the Name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Presider   Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death 
and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might con-
ceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts 
and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself 
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacri-
fice of his life, and to be glorified by you.  
 
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, 
and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said:  
 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the for-
giveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is 
and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit 
upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and 
make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us,  
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with all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from  
the foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Breaking of the Bread  
 
The Invitation  
Celebrant This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.  
 It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to love him more. 
 So come, you who have much faith and you who have little,  
 You who have been here often, and you who have not been here long,  
 you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
 Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.  
 It is his will that those who want him should meet him here. 
 
Communion     
 
Concluding Prayer 
 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacra-
ment of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim 
your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
May God who established the dance of creation, who marveled at the lilies of the field, who transforms chaos to 
order, lead us to transform our lives and the Church to listen to the voice of all creatures that reflect God’s glory in 
creation; and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you al-
ways. Amen. 
 
Dismissal  
Officiant  Tend the earth, care for God’s good Creation; as you have received freely, so give freely.  
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
All   Thanks be to God.  
 
Concluding Musical Meditation Ashokan Farewell 

 
Please leave immediately and quietly at the end of  the service 

as we wish to continue to contemplate the sacred mysteries we have received. 
We continue to practice social distancing while entering and leaving the space. 

 
Worship Leaders 

 
The Reverend Debbie Phillips Officiant  
Ryan Patten, Debbie Phillips, Eric Wagner Musicians 
Paul Massari Assisting 
Paul Massari Reflection 

  Jane Stewart   Intercessor 
  Joanna Troy   Usher 
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Permissions for livestreaming 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license A-401113, 
from St James Music Press with license number 7273, and from RiteSong. All other music used in this service is 
in the Public Domain.  

 
Parish Prayer List 

Daniel Brundige, Josh Cummings, Whitney Goodhue, Evan Wagner, Garrett Graves, Stephen Smith, Allison 
Mascolo, Melissa Glassman, The Bishop-Tanquay Family, for Max Joyce, Inga and Todd and Family, Mel, Melissa 
Glassman, Corey MacNeil, Helen Phillips, Kristin Gourley, Scott Tucker, Zan Duffy, Dianne, Sarah Colvin 
Duffy, Michael Towey, Brian Peterson,  Jenny, Loretta and Kris, Deb Papps, Derek Fuller and Family, the people 
of Palestine, Afghanistan, and Ukraine; the Salem Public Schools and for an end to racism, war, anti-Semitism, 
gun violence and oppression. If you have prayer requests, please email regathering@gracechurchsalem.org by 
Tuesday at noon for publication in that week's e-news. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Fall Stewardship theme is More Than Enough, and it comes from the end of Luke’s version of the feeding of 
the five-thousand. Responding to Jesus’ call, the gathered crowd turns their pockets inside out, shakes out their 
blankets, rummages through their parcels to find enough to take care of the needs of the community. And what 
do they realize? That by the miracle of faith and the action of Love, there was more than enough, an abundance 
of leftovers! 
 
Over the next few weeks, members of the community will be offering reflections on times there was more than 
enough. Included in the leaflet will be weekly stories from people around The Episcopal Church of the same. Lat-
er this month, you will receive your pledge card, your hope-filled dream as to how you may financially support 
Grace Church in 2023. In this way, we will proclaim that we always have more than enough, for we always have 
God’s blessings and love. 
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— Grace Episcopal Church — 
 

A parish in the Episcopal Diocese of  Massachusetts 
 

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry    Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Alan M. Gates    Bishop Diocesan  
The Right Reverend Gayle E. Harris    Bishop Suffragan 
The Reverend Deborah A. Phillips    Rector 
Larry Kamp    Director of  Music 
Tom and Karen Tucker    Property Stewards 
Hugh MacKay and Joanne Moar    Vergers 

 
— Vestry — 

Ryan Patten    Senior Warden 
Peggy Carter    Junior Warden 
Barbara Layne    Clerk 
Angela Williams    Treasurer  
 
Laura Beasley-Topliffe, Andrew Bishop 
Lisa Duffy, Katie LaBonte 
Joanna Troy, Matt vanHamersveld         Members of  Vestry 


