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The Opening Rite 
 

Musical Meditation Humbly I Adore Thee  
 
Welcome and Announcements  (The Candles are now lighted) 

 
Opening Meditation  

Behold then,  
the candle alight in Simeon's hands.  
You must light your own candles  
by enkindling them at his,  
those lamps which the Lord commanded you  
to bear in your hands.  
 
So come to him and be enlightened  
that you do not so much bear lamps  
as become them,  
shining within yourself  
and radiating light to your neighbors.  
 
May there be a lamp in your heart,  
in your hand and in your mouth:  
let the lamp in your heart shine for yourself,  
the lamp in your hand and mouth shine for your neighbors.  
 
The lamp in your heart is a reverence for God inspired by faith;  
the lamp in your hand is the example of a good life;  
and the lamp in your mouth are the words of consolation you speak. 
 -Guerric of Igny c.1070-1157  

 
The Candle Blessing 
O Gracious Father, almighty and eternal God, you created light out of nothing, and by your command 
caused the labor of bees to be revealed in the perfection of wax. Bless and sanctify these candles that their 
light may be for us a reminder of the true light who enlightens everyone coming into the world. As these 
candles, kindled with a visible flame, scatter the darkness of night, so also may our hearts be enlightened by 
the fire of the Holy Spirit, that we might see your salvation, and attain to the Light that never fades away. All 
this we ask through Jesus Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Celtic Evensong and Communion 
The Feast of  the Presentation 

5 February 2023 4:00 pm 
We are so happy you are here.  

 

We come from many places to be together for a little while.  
Each of  us brings our own experience and traditions to this gathering.  

 

So here in this place, let us take time together to encounter the holy. 
 

Please remember to silence all devices 
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The Invitatory and Psalm 
 Arise, shine, for your light has come.  
 And the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.  
 Your word is a lamp to our feet 
 And a light for our path.  
 

Canticle 17 
Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised. 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel. 
  

Officiant and People 
Glory to the Holy Trinity, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

Please extinguish your candles 

The Lessons 
 
Listen now to the Word of God 
  
The First Lesson                                   Malachi 3:1-4 
Thus says the Lord, See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek 
will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight-- indeed, he is coming, says 
the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a 
refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of 
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offer-
ing of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.  

 Lector    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
 
Musical Response Has Sorrow Thy Young Days Faded  
  
The Second Reading Luke 2:22-32 
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to pre-
sent him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of 
turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man 
was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 
Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, ‘Master, now you are 
dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have  
prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ 
 

Lector For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God among us, 
 and for the Word of God within us, 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Reflection  Eric Wagner 
  
Music after the Reflection O’ Carolan’s Farewell  
 
Evening Prayer 
God our Father, source of all light, today you revealed to the aged Simeon your light which enlightens the 
nations. Fill our hearts with the light of faith, that we who bear these candles may walk in the path of goodness, 
and come to the Light that shines for ever, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Prayers for Ourselves and Others  

 

Leader  Son of God, in the light of faith, we offer our prayers: 
People  May we follow closely your lead. 
 
Leader  For all who face the darkness with fear this night, 
People  redeem our fears with hope and confidence. 

(In the silence that follows, send prayers to those in fear this night, considering who you may know that needs courage) 
 

Leader  For all the places in this world that yearn for new life, 
People  Grant the light of your saving grace. 

         (In the silence that follows, send prayers to those places with strife this night, considering who you may know that needs peace) 
 

Leader  Hear us, teach us, restore us, 
People  and may your light shine in our hearts and in all the world. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 
  
Leader Let us now name before God those for whom we offer prayers, either silently or aloud. 

 Here, the people may add particular intercession and thanksgivings. 

 
Leader   Jesus says, “Come to me you who are troubled and I will give you rest.”  So come, you who are broken 
in body or in spirit, you who are torn by relationships and doubt, you who feel deeply within yourselves the divi-
sions of the world.  Come, for Jesus invites us to bring our brokenness. From now until the end of the service, you 
are invited to come to the Lady Altar and light a candle and kneel at the rail for prayers. The laying on of hands is 
also offered at the healing station near the door at the back of the Chapel. Please move about as the Spirit leads 
you. 
 
Music during Prayers Crested Hens  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



� 

 
Hymn during Prayers Lord at thy temple 
 
  

   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Grace   God, you sent your Son into the world that we might live through him: Grant us grace to love one 

another as he first loved us, and know the fullness of joy. Amen. 
 
The Peace 

 
The Holy Communion 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts 
People  We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant   It is our joy and delight to give you thanks and praise Emmanuel, God with us. We give you thanks and 

praise for your hallowing of human flesh. We rejoice at your light which shines out of darkness and enlightens 
all who seek you. We praise you that you brought forth new life in the family of Mary and Joseph as you 
do today from all who faithfully await the fulfillment of your word. We praise you that you were known first 
by poor shepherds and wise seekers as you are known today by the poor and outcast. We rejoice with the 
angels at your promise of peace for those who trust in you. We rejoice that the extraordinary is given birth 
in the ordinary places of life. 
 
So with the angels who sing “Glory” and with all the saints and ancestors who have known you to be with 
us, we sing together: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the Name of the Lord. Hosanna in the high-
est. 

 
Celebrant   We bless you for Jesus, born of the Spirit’s love and a woman’s body. We bless you for Jesus who 

shows us how to live the fullness of our humanity and thus become one with you. We remember Jesus who 
laughed and wept and felt tiredness and fear; who praised Mary when she anointed him for death and blessed a 
woman of the city who washed his feet with tears. We remember Jesus who touched lepers and the sick and 
feasted with tax collectors and sinners. We remember Christ who lives on in all who courageously and faithfully 
bring forth the light of your love in earth’s darkest places. 
 
We remember Jesus who, on the night before he died, shared a meal with his friends.  
He took bread, blessed it and broke it and gave it to them saying: 
“Take and eat. This is my own body given for you. Do this to remember me.” 
 
After supper he took a cup of wine, gave thanks and gave it to them saying: 
“This is my life-blood given for you. Do this to remember me.” 
 
So we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 
Celebrant   Holy and gracious God, present with us now, send in kindness your Holy Spirit to settle on this bread 

and wine and fill them with the fullness of Jesus., As we eat and drink these bodily things, make us one body, 
food for the world, one blood to be poured out for the life of all. Touch us with your gentle creativity and fire  

 us with longing for the new age of justice and peace. We ask this through Jesus who gave his body that we 
might be one and his blood that we might find new life.  With him, and through him, and in him, in the unity  

 
of the Holy Spirit, be to you, O God, all honor and glory forever.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Breaking of the Bread  
 
The Invitation  
Celebrant This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.  
 It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to love him more. 
 So come, you who have much faith and you who have little,  
 You who have been here often, and you who have not been here long,  
 you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
 Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.  
 It is his will that those who want him should meet him here. 
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Communion     
 
Concluding Prayer 
 

All  Guide us waking, O God, and guard us sleeping, that awake, we may watch with Christ, and 
 asleep, we may rest in peace. Be our light in the darkness and in your great mercy, defend us 
 from all perils and dangers of this night, that we might rise, clothed in your light, when the 
 morning comes. Guide us waking, O God, and guard us sleeping, that awake, we may watch 
 with Christ, and asleep, we may rest in peace. 
 
Blessing Go out into the world in peace, have courage, hold on to what is good, return no 

one evil for evil, strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the 
suffering, honor everyone, love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Amen. 

  
Dismissal  
  God, the Light-Creator bless us. 
  Jesus, the Light-Bearer bless us. 
  Holy Spirit, the Light-Sustainer bless us. 
  O Holy Trinity, illumine our hearts this day and evermore. Amen. 
 
 
Concluding Musical Meditation The Parting Glass  

 
Please leave immediately and quietly at the end of  the service 

as we wish to continue to contemplate the sacred mysteries we have received. 
 

Worship Leaders 
 

The Reverend Debbie Phillips Officiant  
Ryan Patten, Debbie Phillips, Eric Wagner Musicians 
Paul Massari Assisting 
Eric Wagner Reflection 

  Christine Reichert   Intercessor 
  Christine Reichert   Usher 

 
Permissions for livestreaming 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license A-401113, 
from St James Music Press with license number 7273, and from RiteSong. All other music used in this service is 
in the Public Domain.  

 
Parish Prayer List 

 
Jeremy Parker, Cindy Rhodes, Ron, James Phillips, Linda Layne, Daniel Brundige, Whitney Goodhue, Evan Wag-
ner, Garrett Graves, Gerald Tucker, Allison Mascolo, Melissa Glassman, The Bishop-Tanquay Family, Max Joyce, 
Inga and Todd and Family, Mel, Melissa Glassman, Corey MacNeil, Helen Phillips, Zan Duffy, Dianne, Sarah 
Colvin Duffy, Michael Towey, Jenny, Loretta and Kris, Deb Papps, Derek Fuller and Family, the people of Pales-
tine, Afghanistan, and Ukraine; the Boys and Girls Club of Greater Salem, the Salem Public Schools and for an 
end to racism, war, anti-Semitism, gun violence and oppression. If you have prayer requests, please email regath-
ering@gracechurchsalem.org by Tuesday at noon for publication in that week's e-news. If you would like to add 
someone to our prayer list, please email gcis1@verizon.net. 
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Craft Night with Kourtni 
Come join Kourtni Patten on Friday, February 10th at 6:00 pm, as we learn to make a variety of crafts while just 
hanging out on a Friday Night. You are welcome to bring an appetizer and other refreshments while she leads us 
in creating expressions of faith and love. 
 

Pancake Supper on February 19th at 5:00 pm 
All are welcome to join us as we begin to empty our pantries in preparation for Lent. The Vestry will host a Pan-
cake Supper with a variety of pancakes, fruit and meats. The Annual Meeting will take place during this time as we 
reflect and celebrate the ways we have walked in love with God. 
 
If you would like to contribute bacon, sausages or pancake mix, or if you would like to be part of the cooking 
staff, please email the Senior Warden, Ryan Patten at rpatten@bu.edu.  



� 

— Grace Episcopal Church — 
 

A parish in the Episcopal Diocese of  Massachusetts 
 

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry    Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Alan M. Gates    Bishop Diocesan  
The Right Reverend Gayle E. Harris    Bishop Suffragan 
The Reverend Deborah A. Phillips    Rector 
Tom and Karen Tucker    Property Stewards 
Hugh MacKay and Joanne Moar    Vergers 

 
— Vestry — 

Ryan Patten    Senior Warden 
Peggy Carter    Junior Warden 
Barbara Layne    Clerk 
Angela Williams    Treasurer  
 
Laura Beasley-Topliffe, Andrew Bishop 
Lisa Duffy, Katie Scott 
Joanna Troy, Matt vanHamersveld         Members of  Vestry 


