
  

The Opening Rite 
 
Musical Meditation Veni Creator Spiritus 
 
Welcome  

 
Opening Meditation  

 
Effortlessly, 

 Love flows from God into man, 
Like a bird 
Who rivers the air 
Without moving her wings. 
Thus we move in His world, 
One in body and soul, 
Though outwardly separate in form. 
As the Source strikes the note, 
Humanity sings-- 
The Holy Spirit is our harpist, 
And all strings 
Which are touched in Love 
Must sound. 
 
- Mechtild of Magdeburg 1207-1297  trans. Jane Hirshfield 

 
The Invitatory and Psalm 
 Officiant Alleluia! Come to us, O risen Lord, 
 People and enliven us with your eternal love. Alleluia! 
 
Psalm 104:25-35, 37 
25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! * 
 in wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
26 Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too many to number, * 
 creatures both small and great. 
27 There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan, * 
 which you have made for the sport of it. 

Celtic Evensong  
Pentecost Sunday 

23 May 2021 4:00 pm 
We are so happy you are here.  

 

We come from many places to be together for a little while.  
Each of  us brings our own experience and traditions to this gathering.  

 

So here in this place, let us take time together to encounter the holy. 
 

Please remember to silence all devices 
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28 All of them look to you * 
 to give them their food in due season. 
29 You give it to them; they gather it; * 
 you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; * 
 you take away their breath, and they die and return to their dust. 
31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * 
 and so you renew the face of the earth. 
32 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; * 
 may the Lord rejoice in all his works. 
33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; * 
 he touches the mountains and they smoke. 
34 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; * 
 I will praise my God while I have my being. 
35 May these words of mine please him; * 
 I will rejoice in the Lord. 
37 Bless the Lord, O my soul. * 
 Hallelujah! 
Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 
 
Listen now to the Word of God 
 
The First Reading           Acts 2:1-21 
When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews 
from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are 
not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Par-
thians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed 
and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled with 
new wine." But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who 
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, 
for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: `In the last days it 
will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall proph-
esy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men 
and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the 
heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.' " 
  
 Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
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Musical Response I will kindle my fire 
  
The Second Reading  John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
Jesus said to his disciples, ”When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been with 
me from the beginning. “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I 
am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these 
things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, 
for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he 
comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not 
believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judg-
ment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot 
bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his 
own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, 
because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that 
he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 

 
Lector For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God among us, 
 and for the Word of God within us, 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Reflection  Brian Fizer
   
Music for Meditation A Dove on the Gate 

 
The Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Evening Prayer 
Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the promised gift of your 
Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the 
ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
The Suffrages 
V. Loving God, in our faith, we pray: 
 For reconciliation between the violated and the violent, 
R. That we may rest in your peace. 
V. For generosity between rich and poor people everywhere, 
R. That we may share the abundance of your creation. 
V. For the growth of love between broken peoples and nations, 
R. That we may shape our common life as your kingdom. 
V. For mutual respect between immigrants and insiders, 
R. That we may welcome your image in all who come to us. 
V. For protection for the weak and humility for the strong, 
R. That we may serve others as you serve us in Christ. 
V. For all the joys and concerns of our hearts, 
R. That we may live with gladness and trust. 
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Leader Jesus says, “Come to me you who are troubled and I will give you rest.”  So come, you who are broke 
 in body or in spirit, you who are torn by relationships and doubt, you who feel deeply within yourselves 
 the divisions of the world.  Come, for Jesus invites us to bring our brokenness. 
  
Light Prayers      

During the playing of the  music, please continue to offer your prayers  
either silently or in the comments or chat 

 
Music during Prayers The Spirit 
   
Hymn during the Prayers Holy Spirit, gift Bestower 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Final Meditation 
 And God said to the soul: 

I desired you before the world began. 
I desire you now 
As you desire me 
And where the desires of two come together 
There love is perfected. 
 
-Mechtild of Magdeburg 1207-1297 
(trans.by Oliver Davies)  

  
The Concluding Canticle 
Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake 

we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
Lord, you now have set your servant free * 

   to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 

   whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
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A Light to enlighten the nations, * 

   and the glory of your people Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake 

we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
  
The Concluding Prayer  
God our Deliverer, by water and the Holy Spirit we have been buried with Christ and raised to the new life of 
grace: Give us inquiring and discerning hearts, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love 
you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 
  
Concluding Blessing 
Officiant   

May the Light of the world guide us,  
the Life of the world refresh us,  
and the Hope of the world be our companion,  
that we may be the reconciling power of Christ in the world.  
And the blessing of the Holy Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
be with you now and evermore. Amen.  

   
Dismissal  
Officiant  The Lord almighty grant us a peaceful night and a perfect end.  
All   Thanks be to God.  
 
Concluding Musical Meditation Farewell to Liverpool 

 
Worship Leaders 

 
The Reverend Debbie Phillips Officiant  
Ryan Patten, Debbie Phillips, Eric Wagner Musicians 
Brian Fizer Reflection 

 

Permissions for livestreaming 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license A-401113, 
from St James Music Press with license number 7273, and from RiteSong. All other music used in this service is in 
the Public Domain.  
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Parish Prayer List 

Barbara and Loretta who are recovering from surgery. For the peaceful repose of the soul of Tara. 
Kristin Gourley, on her cancer diagnosis, that she made find healing and find the inner peace she seeks. 
Scott Tucker, Zan Duffy, Dianne, who is facing a lumpectomy for breast cancer, Linda Whalen, Deb Guilford, 
Kim Colvin, Sarah Colvin Duffy, Michael Towey, Christine Reichert, Nancy Brown, Jesse Kamp, Stacia, Bob Pe-
terson, Brian Peterson, Robert Squillaro, Jenny, Loretta and Kris, Deb Papps, Derek Fuller and Family, Kathy 
Southern, Becky, the people of Palestine, and the Salem Public Schools. 
For an end to racism, gun violence and oppression. 
Thanksgiving for Jon Papps and Helen Watson-Felt, in whose memory the flowers at the Easter Altar are given..  
 
If you have prayer requests, please email regathering@gracechurchsalem.org by Tuesday at noon for publication 
in that week's e-news.  

 
Upcoming Events!! 

 
On Sunday, June 14th, our services will celebrate Pride month.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the first century, Jesus of Nazareth inspired a movement. A community of people whose lives were centered 
on Jesus Christ and committed to living the way of God’s unconditional, unselfish, sacrificial, and redemptive 
love. As Episcopalians, we believe in a loving, liberating, and life-giving God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
We believe in following the teachings of Jesus Christ, whose life, death and resurrection saved the world. 
We have a legacy of inclusion, aspiring to tell and exemplify God’s love for every human being; women and men 
serve as bishops, priests, and deacons in our church. Laypeople and clergy cooperate as leaders at all levels of our 
church. Leadership is a gift from God and can be expressed by all people in our church, regardless of gender, sex-
ual identity or orientation. We believe that God loves us all – no exceptions. 
 
Our services on this day will reaffirm this belief, particularly as it relates to LGBTQ+ persons. We will offer re-
flections and readings that will allow us to more openly engage in this belief. 
 
 



7 

 
On Sunday, June 20th, we will observe Juneteenth. Juneteenth (“June” plus “nineteenth”) is a day that marked the 
beginning of the journey towards justice, accountability, and reconciliation in the United States. On June 19, 1865, 
Union General Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston, Texas. That day he informed enslaved African-Americans 
of their freedom and that the Civil War had ended. This announcement gave voice to the written words of the 
Emancipation Proclamation, which had been issued more than two and a half years earlier in 1863 by President 
Abraham Lincoln.  
 
Juneteenth is a day for followers of Jesus to be reminded of their Baptismal Covenant to “strive for justice and 
peace among all people and respect the dignity of every human being.” It is a day for churches and faith commu-
nities to gather together to learn, pray, and continue the work of justice and reconciliation. A day such as this one 
provides an excellent opportunity for transformation. We must take advantage of the moment we are in to actively 
listen through honest and transparent dialogues that strengthen our faith and our connections to one another.  
 
Prayer, worship, story sharing, and the desire to be in community are the necessary components for churches and 
other faith communities to celebrate Juneteenth. Juneteenth is more than just a historical day, it is an opportunity 
for transformation and connection.  
 
During the services on this day, we will offer prayers, music and reflections which allow us to more fully engage in 
the work of racial reconciliation. At 11:00 am that day, we will host a special Zoom discussion on the ramification 
of Juneteenth on our lives today. More information is to follow. 
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— Grace Episcopal Church — 
 

A parish in the Episcopal Diocese of  Massachusetts 
 

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry    Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Alan M. Gates    Bishop Diocesan  
The Right Reverend Gayle E. Harris    Bishop Suffragan 
The Reverend Deborah A. Phillips    Rector 
Larry Kamp    Director of  Music 
Tom and Karen Tucker    Property Stewards 
Hugh MacKay and Joanne Moar    Vergers 

 
— Vestry — 

Brian Fizer    Senior Warden 
Peggy Carter    Junior Warden 
Ryan Patten    Clerk 
Joanne Moar    Treasurer  
 
Laura Beasley-Topliffe, Andrew Bishop 
Lisa Duffy, Katie LaBonte 
Jane Stewart, Angela Williams         Members of  Vestry 


