Celtic Evensong and Communion
25 Pentecost
14 November 2021 4:00 pm
We are so happy you are here.
We come from many places to be together for a little while.
Each of us brings our own experience and traditions to this gathering.
So here in this place, let us take time together to encounter the holy.
Please remember to silence all devices

The Opening Rite
Musical Meditation

Sheep under the Snow

Welcome and Announcements
Opening Meditation
Does the road wind up-hill all the way?
Yes, to the very end.
Will the day’s journey take the whole long day?
From morn to night, my friend.
But is there for the night a resting-place?
A roof for when the slow dark hours begin.
May not the darkness hide it from my face?
You cannot miss that inn.
Shall I meet other wayfarers at night?
Those who have gone before.
Then must I knock, or call when just in sight?
They will not keep you standing at that door.
Shall I find comfort, travel-sore and weak?
Of labour you shall find the sum.
Will there be beds for me and all who seek?
Yea, beds for all who come.
- Christina Rossetti
The Invitatory and Psalm
Officiant
In the beginning, God created, and it was good.
People
In the beginning was the Word.

Psalm 16
1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; *
I have said to the Lord, "You are my Lord, my good above all other."
2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, *
upon those who are noble among the people.
3 But those who run after other gods *
shall have their troubles multiplied.
4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, *
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.
5 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; *
it is you who uphold my lot.
6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; *
indeed, I have a goodly heritage.
7 I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; *
my heart teaches me, night after night.
8 I have set the Lord always before me; *
because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.
9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; *
my body also shall rest in hope.
10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, *
nor let your holy one see the Pit.
11 You will show me the path of life; *
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.
Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.
Amen.

The Lessons
Listen now to the Word of God
The First Reading
Daniel 12:1-3
The Lord spoke to Daniel in a vision and said, “At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. There shall be a time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first came into existence. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is found written in the book. Many of those
who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness,
like the stars forever and ever.”
Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People
Thanks be to God.
Musical Response

Planxty Hewlett

The Second Reading
Mark 13:1-8
As Jesus came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large stones and what
large buildings!” Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon
another; all will be thrown down.” When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter,
James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these
things are about to be accomplished?” Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray.

Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. For nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is
but the beginning of the birthpangs.”
Lector
People

For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God among us,
and for the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God.

Reflection
Music for Meditation

Eric Wagner
Mary of Graces

Evening Prayer
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark,
learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which
you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.
Prayers for Ourselves and Others
Leader Let us turn our awareness to the Presence of the Divine that is always with us and always within us.
Silence.
Leader Let us bring before God all of those people and situations that are in any kind of need.
The people may add their intercessions either silently or aloud.
Leader Let us bring before God the poor, the forgotten, and those who are marginalized, as we renew our
commitment to the lonely and the unloved.
The people may add their intercessions either silently or aloud.
Leader Let us ask God to use our prayerful intentions for the benefit of all who are in this room with us now,
people we know and love, as well as people who are strangers to us. May we be blessings to one another.
The people may add their intercessions either silently or aloud.
Leader Let us call to mind our reasons to be thankful, as we remember our abundance and the lifegiving
way of gratitude.
The people may add their intercessions either silently or aloud.
Leader May God still our minds, calm our hearts, breath fresh life into us, and make us instruments of peace,
justice and compassion. Amen.
Leader
Jesus says, “Come to me you who are troubled and I will give you rest.” So come, you who are broken
in body or in spirit, you who are torn by relationships and doubt, you who feel deeply within yourselves the divisions of the world. Come, for Jesus invites us to bring our brokenness.
Music during Prayers

For Ireland, I won’t say her name

Hymn during the Prayers

For the fruit of all creation

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.
For the gifts to ev’ry nation, thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth’s safekeeping, thanks be to God.
In the just reward of labor, God’s will is done.
In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will is done.
In our worldwide task of caring for the hungry and despairing,
in the harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done.
For the harvest of the Spirit, thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us,
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.
Words: Fred Pratt Green

Music: Ar Hyd Y Nos

The Grace O Holy One, we keep still; we listen. We hear you say, “I am your strength.”
And we say to you, “You are our redeemer.”. Amen.

The Holy Communion
Celebrant

People

Celebrant

People

Celebrant

People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you
Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant O God of mystery and promise, you invite us to discover you in the intimate places of
ourselves and our lives. You invite us to discover you within the complexities of our humanity, in passionate and tender loving, in struggle and pain, in confusion and unknowing, in flashes of insight and wisdom.
You also call us beyond ourselves to places of imagination, beyond the silent stars, in the deep
rhythms of the ocean, in the unending cycles of day and night, seasons of life and death.
With saints and ancestors, with the seas and earth and sky, with animals and birds, with our friends
and those unknown to us, with all creation we join in the song of your unending glory:
People
Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the Name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.
Celebrant We praise you that in Jesus you make known to us the wonder and richness of our humanity.
We give thanks for his life-giving love, for his healing touch, for his vulnerability and for his gentleness.
Before he gave up his life, he shared his humanity, his flesh and blood with his friends.
He took bread, gave thanks for it, broke it and gave it to them saying:

All
Celebrant

All

“This is my own body given for you. Do this to remember me.”
So too after they had eaten, he took wine, gave thanks for it and gave it to them saying:
“This is my blood, poured out in love for you. Do this to remember me.”

Celebrant

So we proclaim the mystery of faith:

All

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Celebrant Holy and gracious God, present with us now, send in kindness your Holy Spirit to settle on this
bread and wine and fill them with the fullness of Jesus. And as we share this holy food, may that same
Spirit nourish, cherish and change us until through the mystery of your grace, we know ourselves to be flesh
of his flesh and bone of his bone, and resolve to love and follow Christ for ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
The Breaking of the Bread

The Invitation
Celebrant This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.
It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little,
You who have been here often, and you who have not been here long,
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.
It is his will that those who want him should meet him here.
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion.
Beloved Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above all
things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you in the Sacrament
of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you.
Let me never be separated from you in this life or in the life to come. Amen.
Communion

The Priest will come and give you communion in your pew.

Concluding Prayer
Watch now, O Christ, with those who are weary or wandering or weeping this night.
Guide them to a house of your peace and lead me to be caring for their tears. Amen.
Dismissal
Officiant
All

The Lord almighty grant us a peaceful night and a perfect end.
Thanks be to God.

Concluding Musical Meditation

Fanny Power

Please leave immediately and quietly at the end of the service
as we wish to continue to contemplate the sacred mysteries we have received.
We continue to practice social distancing while entering and leaving the space.

Worship Leaders
The Reverend Debbie Phillips
Ryan Patten, Debbie Phillips, Eric Wagner
Paul Massari
Eric Wagner
Christine Reichert

Officiant
Musicians
Assisting
Reflection
Usher

Permissions for livestreaming
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license A-401113,
from St James Music Press with license number 7273, and from RiteSong. All other music used in this service is
in the Public Domain.

Parish Prayer List
Mel, Barbara Hawlena, Melissa Glassman, Corey MacNeil, Cliff Cutler, Helen Phillips, John Gourley, Martin
Ryan, Kristin Gourley, Scott Tucker, Zan Duffy, Dianne, Linda Whalen, Kim Colvin, Sarah Colvin Duffy, Michael Towey, Jesse Kamp, Stacia, Bob Peterson, Brian Peterson, Jenny, Loretta and Kris, Deb Papps, Derek
Fuller and Family, the people of Palestine, Afghanastan, and Haiti, and the Salem Public Schools. For an end to
racism, gun violence and oppression. If you have prayer requests, please
email regathering@gracechurchsalem.org by Tuesday at noon for publication in that week's e-news.
.

Our 2021 Stewardship
Ingathering Next Week
On Sunday, November 21 at both services, we will have a special service of in-gathering of the pledges we have
made for 2022. We will celebrate in music and prayer the unique gifts we find in one another and the creative
ways they are shared for the benefit of God’s creation.
When you receive your pledge card this week, prayerfully consider how you may share, not only your monetary
gift, but your whole self. What do you like most about you? How can you deploy that here at Grace Church?
What are the best questions you’ve asked, advice you’ve been given, passions you wish to share? Think about how
you can use these too. We bring our whole selves to God who created us. How can we bring ourselves to this
community as a witness to God’s love?
You may drop your pledge card off at the office, mail it in, or fill out the card on our website at
www.gracechurchsalem.org/stewardship. You may also email a copy or a .pdf to treasurer@gracechurchsalem.org.
This is also your invitation to the Annual Meeting where we explore the best use of these funds, our time, and our
wisdom. The meeting will take place in late January.
Please consider the perfect gift of the love of God in your life. Then help us support the work of Grace Church is
bearing witness to this love.

From The Episcopal Network for Stewardship
This week’s Gospel reading is challenging. When I can’t seem to get anywhere with my go-to translation (NRSV) I
often turn to Eugene Peterson’s “The Message” translation for a change from the familiar voice of the Gospel.
Mark 13:2 “Jesus said, ‘You’re impressed by this grandiose architecture? There’s not a stone in the whole works
that is not going to end up in a heap of rubble. ’”
During our long COVID-19 absence from our buildings many of us learned how many people’s faith is inextricably bound to the building in which they usually worship. It took the whole way we worship to topple into a heap
of rubble for us to think about the role our buildings play in our worship life. Often stewardship campaigns speak
of the need (desire?) to maintain our buildings.

Over the years, I’ve heard parishioners say, “I don’t pledge because I want my money to go to mission, not fixing
the roof” as often as I’ve heard, “I’ll only pledge if the money will go to the care of this gorgeous building that my
great-grandparents helped build.” Often one of the many disagreements in the life of a congregation pits these two
sides against one another: The care of the church building and the mission field that lies just beyond the building’s
doors.
What COVID taught me is that it isn’t “an either or” but “a yes and”… the beautiful, familiar, and memory-laden
windows and walls of our church buildings fuels many for their work in the mission field. When out doing the difficult work of the gospel it’s glorious to have a brick-and-mortar place to gather in thanksgiving, in lament and in
everything that lies between.
Yes, just as we, one day will return to the dust, so our buildings will, one day, be a heap of rubble. But the time in
between is not nothing—indeed it may be everything. For we live in a world of those with whom we worship and
those to whom we minister, strengthened by our worship.
The Rev. Cn. Cathy Dempsey-Sims is Canon to the Ordinary in the Dioceses of Northwestern Pennsylvania and Western New
York.
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