
  

The Opening Rite 
 
Musical Meditation O Light of Light 
 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
Opening Meditation  

 
A Celtic Rune of Hospitality 
 We saw a stranger yesterday. 

We put food in the eating place, 
Drink in the drinking place, 
Music in the listening place. 
And with the sacred name of the triune God 
He blessed us and our house, 
Our cattle and our dear ones. 
As the lark says in her song: 
Often, often, often, goes the Christ 
In the stranger’s guise. 

 
The Invitatory and Psalm 
 Officiant In the beginning, God created, and it was good. 
 People In the beginning was the Word. 
  
Psalm 54 

1 Save me, O God, by your Name; * 
in your might, defend my cause. 

2 Hear my prayer, O God; * 
give ear to the words of my mouth. 

3 For the arrogant have risen up against me, and the ruthless have sought my life, * 
those who have no regard for God. 

4 Behold, God is my helper; * 
it is the Lord who sustains my life. 

5 Render evil to those who spy on me; * 
in your faithfulness, destroy them. 

Celtic Evensong and Communion 
Pentecost 17 (Proper 20) 

19 September 2021 4:00 pm 

We are so happy you are here.  
 

We come from many places to be together for a little while.  
Each of  us brings our own experience and traditions to this gathering.  

 

So here in this place, let us take time together to encounter the holy. 
 

Please remember to silence all devices 
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6 I will offer you a freewill sacrifice * 
and praise your Name, O LORD, for it is good. 

7 For you have rescued me from every trouble, * 
and my eye has seen the ruin of my foes. 

   
Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 
Amen. 

The Lessons 
 
Listen now to the Word of God 
 
The First Reading                  Jeremiah 11:18-20 
It was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew; then you showed me their evil deeds. But I was like a gentle lamb 
led to the slaughter. And I did not know it was against me that they devised schemes, saying, "Let us destroy the tree with 
its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living, so that his name will no longer be remembered!" But you, O Lord of 
hosts, who judge righteously, who try the heart and the mind, let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have 
committed my cause. 
 
 Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

 People Thanks be to God. 
 
Musical Response Inisheer 
  
The Second Reading      Mark 9:30-37 
 
Jesus and his disciples passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; for he was teaching his disci-
ples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days 
after being killed, he will rise again.” But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 
Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you arguing about on 
the way?” But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. He sat 
down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 
Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes 
one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent 
me.” 
 

Lector For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God among us, 
 and for the Word of God within us, 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Reflection  Kourtni Patten
   
Music for Meditation Down the Wild River 

 
Evening Prayer 
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are 
placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Prayers for Ourselves and Others  

 

Leader  Let us turn our awareness to the Presence of the Divine that is always with us and always within us. 
Silence. 
 
Leader  Let us bring before God all of those people and situations that are in any kind of need. 
The people may add their intercessions either silently or aloud. 
 
Leader  Let us bring before God the poor, the forgotten, and those who are marginalized, as we renew our  
 commitment to the lonely and the unloved. 
The people may add their intercessions either silently or aloud. 
 
Leader  Let us ask God to use our prayerful intentions for the benefit of all who are in this room with us now,  
 people we know and love, as well as people who are strangers to us. May we be blessings to one another. 
The people may add their intercessions either silently or aloud. 
 
Leader  Let us call to mind our reasons to be thankful, as we remember our abundance and the lifegiving 
 way of gratitude. 
The people may add their intercessions either silently or aloud. 
 
Leader  May God still our minds, calm our hearts, breath fresh life into us, and make us instruments of peace,  
 justice and compassion. Amen. 
 
Leader   Jesus says, “Come to me you who are troubled and I will give you rest.”  So come, you who are broken 
in body or in spirit, you who are torn by relationships and doubt, you who feel deeply within yourselves the divi-
sions of the world.  Come, for Jesus invites us to bring our brokenness. 

 
Music during Prayers The Lamentation of Owen O’Neill  
 
Hymn during the Prayers All beautiful the march of days 
 
All beautiful the march of days, as seasons come and go. 

The hand that shaped the rose has wrought the crystal of the snow, 
Has sent the hoary frost of heav'n, the flowing waters sealed, 
And laid a silent loveliness on hill and wood and field. 

 
O'er white expanses, sparkling pure, the radiant morns unfold; 

The solemn splendors of the night burn brighter through the cold. 
Life mounts in ev'ry throbbing vein, love deepens round the hearth, 
And clearer sounds the angel hymn, “Good will to all on earth." 

 
O God, from whose unfathomed Law the year in beauty flows, 

Yourself the vision passing by in crystal and in rose, 
Day unto day shall utter speech, and night to night proclaim, 
In ever changing words of light, the wonder of your name. 

 
The Grace   O Holy One, we keep still; we listen. We hear you say, “I am your strength.”  
 And we say to you, “You are our redeemer.”. Amen. 
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The Holy Communion 

 Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
 People  And also with you 
 Celebrant  Lift up your hearts 
 People  We lift them to the Lord 
 Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
 People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  

Celebrant  O God of mystery and promise, you invite us to discover you in the intimate places of  
ourselves and our lives. You invite us to discover you within the complexities of our humanity, in passion-
ate and tender loving, in struggle and pain, in confusion and unknowing, in flashes of insight and wisdom. 
You also call us beyond ourselves to places of imagination, beyond the silent stars, in the deep 
rhythms of the ocean, in the unending cycles of day and night, seasons of life and death. 
 

With saints and ancestors, with the seas and earth and sky, with animals and birds, with our friends 
and those unknown to us, with all creation we join in the song of your unending glory: 
People Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the Name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
 
Celebrant We praise you that in Jesus you make known to us the wonder and richness of our humanity.  
We give thanks for his life-giving love, for his healing touch, for his vulnerability and for his gentleness. 
 
Before he gave up his life, he shared his humanity, his flesh and blood with his friends.   
He took bread, gave thanks for it, broke it and gave it to them saying: 
 

All “This is my own body given for you.  Do this to remember me.” 
 

Celebrant So too after they had eaten, he took wine, gave thanks for it and gave it to them saying: 
 

All “This is my blood, poured out in love for you.  Do this to remember me.” 
 

 Celebrant     So we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

All   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
 Celebrant Holy and gracious God, present with us now, send in kindness your Holy Spirit to settle on this 

bread and wine and fill them with the fullness of Jesus. And as we share this holy food, may that same 
Spirit nourish, cherish and change us until through the mystery of your grace, we know ourselves to be 
flesh of his flesh and bone of his bone, and resolve to love and follow Christ for ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Breaking of the Bread  
 
The Invitation  
Celebrant This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.  
 It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to love him more. 
 So come, you who have much faith and you who have little,  
 You who have been here often, and you who have not been here long,  
 you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
 Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.  
 It is his will that those who want him should meet him here. 
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A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 
receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiv-
ing Holy Communion.  
 
 Beloved Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above all 

things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you in the Sacrament 
of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you.  

 Let me never be separated from you in this life or in the life to come. Amen.  

 

Communion    The Priest will come and give you communion in your pew. 
 
Concluding Prayer 
 

Watch now, O Christ, with those who are weary or wandering or weeping this night.  
Guide them to a house of your peace and lead me to be caring for their tears. Amen. 

 
Dismissal  
Officiant  The Lord almighty grant us a peaceful night and a perfect end.  
All   Thanks be to God.  
 
Concluding Musical Meditation Bird’s Eye View 
 

 
Please leave immediately and quietly at the end of  the service 

as we wish to continue to contemplate the sacred mysteries we have received. 
We continue to practice social distancing while entering and leaving the space. 

 
Worship Leaders 

 
The Reverend Debbie Phillips Officiant  
Ryan Patten, Debbie Phillips, Eric Wagner Musicians 
Paul Massari Assisting 
Kourtni Patten Reflection 

 
Permissions for livestreaming 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license A-401113, 
from St James Music Press with license number 7273, and from RiteSong. All other music used in this service is in 
the Public Domain.  

 
Parish Prayer List 

Mel Tossel, Corey MacNeil, Cliff Cutler, Helen Phillips, John Gourley, Martin Ryan, Kristin Gourley, Scott Tucker, 
Zan Duffy, Dianne, Linda Whalen, Kim Colvin, Sarah Colvin Duffy, Michael Towey, Jesse Kamp, Stacia, Bob Pe-
terson, Brian Peterson, Robert Squillaro, Jenny, Loretta and Kris, Deb Papps, Derek Fuller and Family, the people 
of Palestine, Afghanastan, and Haiti, and the Salem Public Schools. For an end to racism, gun violence and oppres-
sion.  
 
If you have prayer requests, please email regathering@gracechurchsalem.org by Tuesday at noon for publication in 
that week's e-news.  
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What’s Coming Up? 

 
On Saturday, September 25th at 11:00 am, we will celebrate the life of Jon D. Papps with a service of Holy Com-
munion. Jon’s wishes were that we come together and sing praises to God. All are welcome to attend. 
 
Next Sunday at 10:00 am, we will celebrate the baptisms of two children related to Cliff and Amy Cutler, one be-
ing their new granddaughter. Not only are baptisms joyous events for the families, they remind us of the promises 
God makes unequivocally on our behalf. 
 
October 3rd is the kickoff of our Stewardship Program. At both services, we will hear people share their stories 
of a special gift they received and the impact its had on their lives. There will also be a special set of prayers of the 
people read during the services. 
 

But that’s not all!! 
October 3rd is also our Blessing of the Animals Sunday—our celebration of the Feast of St. Francis: Creation 
Saint. Debbie will go into the pews and bless all animals present at both services. 
 
Following the 10:00 am service, we will be selling homemade dog treats and pumpkins! What a great way of sup-
porting the ministries of care and companionship that we offer at Grace Church. Please get the word out for both 
the services and the fundraiser. 
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What is the best gift you have ever received?  
We have been asked this question throughout our lives by many people in different contexts. What do these per-
fect gifts give us, aside from the pleasure of the possession? They teach us about living in the moment, appreciat-
ing what we have. They also teach us generosity, for the delight in experiencing the gifts call us to share such mo-
ments and experiences with others. This is the relationship between receiving and generosity, and it’s a pattern, 
that, once it takes root in us, continues in perpetuity. The more we practice generosity, the more abundance we 
recognize around us.  
 
The theme and image for Every Perfect Gift are wrapped in the metaphor of the butterfly and chrysalis. To the 
ancient Greeks, the butterfly represented the image of rebirth and freedom. The word they used for butterfly was 
psyche. It also means spirit. The humble and beautiful butterfly contains the philosophical and spiritual idea of the 
soul breaking free from its shell — free to discover, to inspire, to create, to communicate, to share.  
 
These are also gifts of our stewardship. As we share our time, talent, and treasure with our church and with the 
world, we unleash those same gifts in our communities: discovery, inspiration, creativity, communication, sharing. 
Through the ministries that are enabled by our gifts, the inspiration we show to our neighbors to unlock their gen-
erosity in the world, and the stories we tell about ourselves and our experiences, we participate with God in an 
abundant vision for the world. Every perfect gift comes from God above. 
 
If you would like to share your story of one of your perfect gifts and how it has impacted your life, please email 
Debbie at gcis1@verizon.net. 
 

Upcoming Reflections 
 

During this season of late Pentecost, our Celtic Reflections will be a 2-5 minute sharing of a great gift that you re-
ceived and what made it so special. So come and hear all the blessings of this life. Come and remember the gifts of 
love you received. 

Our 2021 Stewardship Theme 
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— Grace Episcopal Church — 
 

A parish in the Episcopal Diocese of  Massachusetts 
 

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry    Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Alan M. Gates    Bishop Diocesan  
The Right Reverend Gayle E. Harris    Bishop Suffragan 
The Reverend Deborah A. Phillips    Rector 
Larry Kamp    Director of  Music 
Tom and Karen Tucker    Property Stewards 
Hugh MacKay and Joanne Moar    Vergers 

 
— Vestry — 

Brian Fizer    Senior Warden 
Peggy Carter    Junior Warden 
Ryan Patten    Clerk 
Joanne Moar    Treasurer  
 
Laura Beasley-Topliffe, Andrew Bishop 
Lisa Duffy, Katie LaBonte 
Angela Williams         Members of  Vestry 


