
  

The Opening Rite 
 
Musical Meditation Sursum Corda  
 
Welcome  

 
Opening Meditation  

 
Love bade me welcome; yet my soul drew back, 
            Guilty of dust and sin. 
But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack 
    From my first entrance in, 
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning 
            If I lack’d anything. 
‘A guest,’ I answer’d, ‘worthy to be here:’ 
            Love said, ‘You shall be he.’ 
‘I, the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear, 
            I cannot look on Thee.’ 
Love took my hand and smiling did reply, 
            ‘Who made the eyes but I?’ 
‘Truth, Lord; but I have marr’d them: let my shame 
            Go where it doth deserve.’ 
‘And know you not,’ says Love, ‘Who bore the blame?’ 
            ‘My dear, then I will serve.’ 
‘You must sit down,’ says Love, ‘and taste my meat.’ 
            So I did sit and eat. 
  - George Herbert 

 
The Invitatory and Psalm 
 Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins;  
 His mercy endures forever.  
 May our sacrifice be love, 
 As we practice mercy on earth. 
 
 
 
 

Celtic Evensong  
The Second Sunday in Lent 
28 February 2021 4:00 pm 

We are so happy you are here.  
 

We come from many places to be together for a little while.  
Each of  us brings our own experience and traditions to this gathering.  

 

So here in this place, let us take time together to encounter the holy. 
 

Please remember to silence all devices 
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Psalm 22:22-30  
22 Praise the Lord, you that fear him; * 

stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; 
all you of Jacob's line, give glory. 

23 For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 
neither does he hide his face from them; * 
but when they cry to him he hears them. 

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 
"May your heart live for ever!" 

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 
he rules over the nations. 

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

29 My soul shall live for him; 
my descendants shall serve him; * 
they shall be known as the Lord'S for ever. 

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
the saving deeds that he has done.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

 
The Lessons 

 
Listen now to the Word of God 
 
The First Reading              Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk 
before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly 
numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You 
shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be 
Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I 
will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me and  you, and 
your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
offspring after you. God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be 
her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to na-
tions; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
 
 Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
 
Musical Response Skibbereen  
  
The Second Reading      Mark 8:31-38 

Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, 
the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said,  
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“Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole 
world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and 
of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 
Lector For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God among us, 
 and for the Word of God within us, 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Reflection  Paige Nalipinski
   
Music for Meditation Si Bheag Si Mhor  

 
The Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Evening Prayer 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways, and bring 
them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, 
Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
The Suffrages 
V. Loving God, in our faith, we pray: 
 For reconciliation between the violated and the violent, 
R. That we may rest in your peace. 
V. For generosity between rich and poor people everywhere, 
R. That we may share the abundance of your creation. 
V. For the growth of love between broken peoples and nations, 
R. That we may shape our common life as your kingdom. 
V. For mutual respect between immigrants and insiders, 
R. That we may welcome your image in all who come to us. 
V. For protection for the weak and humility for the strong, 
R. That we may serve others as you serve us in Christ. 
V. For all the joys and concerns of our hearts, 
R. That we may live with gladness and trust. 
  
Light Prayers      

During the playing of the  music, please continue to offer your prayers  
either silently or in the comments or chat 

 
Music during Prayers Hector the Hero 
   
Hymn during the Prayers Forty Days and Forty Night 
 

Forty days and forty nights in Judah’s desert Jesus stayed. 
All alone he fought temptation, all alone he fasted, prayed. 
When the heat of passion rules me, when I feel alone, betrayed, 

 Lord, you meet me in the desert, strong in faith and unafraid. 
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In the garden, his disciples slept the darkest hours away. 
But our Lord did not condemn them when they would not watch or pray. 
Make me constant in your service, keeping watch both night and day. 
Give me grace that I may never such a love as yours betray. 
 
When the rooster crowed at daybreak, Peter’s fear and panic grew. 
He denied three times the charge that Jesus was a man he knew. 
When my love for you is challenged, when the faithful ones are few, 
give me courage and conviction, to proclaim my Lord anew. 
 
Music: Fiona Vidal-White 
Copyright: Words © Kevin Mayhew Ltd. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music © 2004 Fiona Vidal-

White. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Arr. © 2005 John L. Hooker. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. Used by permission RiteSong 

 
 
Final Meditation 

We cannot know if we love God although there may be strong reason for thinking so, 
But there can be no doubt about whether we love our neighbor or not. 
Be sure that, in proportion as you advance in affection for sisters and brothers, 
You are increasing your love of God. 
  - Teresa of Avila  

  
Concluding Canticle    
  
Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake 

we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
Lord, you now have set your servant free * 

   to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 

   whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, * 

   and the glory of your people Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake 

we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
  
The Concluding Prayer  
God of love, the day is long and the burden is heavy: Give us grace to see your hand at work in the loves of those 
around us so that adversity will not overwhelm us, nor resentments possess us. Remain with us this night, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
  
Concluding Blessing 
Officiant   

May the Light of the world guide us,  
the Life of the world refresh us,  
and the Hope of the world be our companion,  
that we may be the reconciling power of Christ in the world.  
And the blessing of the Holy Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
be with you now and evermore. Amen.  
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Dismissal  
Officiant  The Lord almighty grant us a peaceful night and a perfect end.  
All   Thanks be to God.  
 
Concluding Musical Meditation Durrow 
 
 
 

  
Worship Leaders 

 
The Reverend Debbie Phillips Officiant  
Ryan Patten, Eric Wagner, Debbie Phillips Musicians 
Paige Nalipinski Reflector 

 

Permissions for livestreaming 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license A-401113, 
from St James Music Press with license number 7273, and from RiteSong. All other music used in this service is in 
the Public Domain.  
 
 
 

Parish Prayer List 
 

Barbara Strom, recovering from surgery 
Roberta, in hospice. 

Kristin Gourley, on her cancer diagnosis, that she made find healing and find the inner peace she seeks. 
John and Emily, as they welcome their new baby into their lives. 

Family of Bill Morgan as they grieve 
Linda Whalen 
Bob Peterson 
Nancy Brown 
Brian Peterson 
Robert Squillaro 

Jenny 
Deb Papps 

Derek Fuller and Family 
Mary Knutsen  
Jamie Knutsen 

Salem Public Schools 
 
If you have prayer requests, please email email  
regathering@gracechurchsalem.org by Tuesday at noon for publication in that week's e-news. Your request will 
remain on the list until Easter unless you ask to have it removed. 
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Walking the Way of  Lent Week II: Comfort Zone 

 
This year during Lent we hope to focus our habits of praying and fasting in an intentional way with a focus on anti
-racism work. Lent is a time for introspection, confession, fasting, listening, learning, and praying. Though we can-
not physically be together during this time we can join each other in corporate worship, prayer, fasting, and listen-
ing. We continue to focus our intentions and attention to the work of dismantling white supremacy and learning 
more about the work of becoming anti-racist.  
 
To that end we invite you to join us as we focus each week on a prompt to guide our thinking, praying, and listen-
ing. Each week, a particular fast, prayer, and action are suggested. We hope that you will take this opportunity to 
deepen your own spiritual life and the collective spiritual life of our parish.  
 
We encourage you to use your Book of Common Prayer as individuals and families. Praying the daily office or the 
abbreviated version of daily devotions can be a great place to start. Paired with these resources here we can all 
commit together to a prayerful Lent. During Eastertide we will continue our antiracism work together as we em-
bark on the next series of cottage meetings. We look forward in Hope. 
 
 
Week Two: One characteristic of an anti-racist is living outside one’s comfort zone. What activities help you to 
live out of your comfort zone? Who helps you to do this? How? 
 
Prayer  
Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Let your Spirit, O Lord, come into the midst of us to wash us with the pure water of repentance, and prepare us to 
be always a living sacrifice to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Study 
Mark 8 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the 
whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
 
Confession 
Who has been impacted by your inability to live outside of your comfort zone? How have others had to change to 
make you more comfortable? 
 
Fasting  
Social media helps us to stay in our own bubble and echo chamber, aiding us to reside solely in our comfort zone. 
Try fasting at least in part from social media this week.( except Facebook live prayer services) 
 
Action  Take a solid personal step to live outside your comfort zone. 
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— Grace Episcopal Church — 
 

A parish in the Episcopal Diocese of  Massachusetts 
 

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry    Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Alan M. Gates    Bishop Diocesan  
The Right Reverend Gayle E. Harris    Bishop Suffragan 
The Reverend Deborah A. Phillips    Rector 
Larry Kamp    Director of  Music 
Tom and Karen Tucker    Property Stewards 
Hugh MacKay and Joanne Moar    Vergers 

 
— Vestry — 

Brian Fizer    Senior Warden 
Peggy Carter    Junior Warden 
Ryan Patten    Clerk 
Joanne Moar    Treasurer  
 
Laura Beasley-Topliffe, Andrew Bishop 
Lisa Duffy, Katie LaBonte 
Jane Stewart, Angela Williams         Members of  Vestry 


