
  

The Opening Rite 
 
Musical Meditation O sons and daughters 
 
Welcome  

 
Opening Meditation  

 
 Jesus invites each one of us, through Thomas, 

to touch not only his wounds, 
but those wounds in others and in ourselves, 
wounds that can make us hate others and ourselves 
and can be a sign of separation and division. 
These wounds will be transformed into a sign of forgiveness 
through the love of Jesus 
and will bring people together in love. 
These wounds reveal that we need each other. 
These wounds become the place of mutual compassion, 
of indwelling 
and of thanksgiving. 
 
We, too, will show our wounds 
when we are with him in the kingdom, 
revealing our brokenness 
and the healing power of Jesus. 
 
-Jean Vanier 
Drawn into the Mystery of Jesus through the Gospel of John  

 
The Invitatory and Psalm 
 Officiant Alleluia! Come to us, O risen Lord, 
 People and enliven us with your eternal love. Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 

Celtic Evensong  
The Second Sunday of  Easter 
11 April 2021 4:00 pm 

We are so happy you are here.  
 

We come from many places to be together for a little while.  
Each of  us brings our own experience and traditions to this gathering.  

 

So here in this place, let us take time together to encounter the holy. 
 

Please remember to silence all devices 
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Psalm 133 
1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 
 when brethren live together in unity! 
2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 
 that runs down upon the beard, 
3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * 
 and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
4 It is like the dew of Hermon * 
 that falls upon the hills of Zion. 
5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * 
 life for evermore.    
Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 
 
Listen now to the Word of God 
 
The First Reading          Acts 4:32-35 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of 
any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great power the apostles gave their testi-
mony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person 
among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They 
laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  
 
 

 Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
 
Musical Response Thomas’ Farewell 
  
The Second Reading      John 20:19-31 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met 
were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said 
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 
them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you re-
tain the sins of any, they are retained." 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disci-
ples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and 
put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Je-
sus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here 
and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, 
"My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have come to believe." 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you 
may have life in his name. 
 
 



3 

 
Lector For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God among us, 
 and for the Word of God within us, 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Reflection  Ryan Patten
   
Music for Meditation Upon a Sunday Morning When Spring was in its Prime  

 
The Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Evening Prayer 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant 
that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess 
by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.  
 
The Suffrages 
V. Loving God, in our faith, we pray: 
 For reconciliation between the violated and the violent, 
R. That we may rest in your peace. 
V. For generosity between rich and poor people everywhere, 
R. That we may share the abundance of your creation. 
V. For the growth of love between broken peoples and nations, 
R. That we may shape our common life as your kingdom. 
V. For mutual respect between immigrants and insiders, 
R. That we may welcome your image in all who come to us. 
V. For protection for the weak and humility for the strong, 
R. That we may serve others as you serve us in Christ. 
V. For all the joys and concerns of our hearts, 
R. That we may live with gladness and trust. 
  
Light Prayers      

During the playing of the  music, please continue to offer your prayers  
either silently or in the comments or chat 

 
Music during Prayers Planxty Irwin 
   
Hymn during the Prayers That Easter day with joy was bright 
That Easter day with joy was bright, the sun shone out with fairer light, 
When, to their longing eyes restored, the apostles saw their risen Lord. 
 
His risen flesh in radiance glowed; his wounded hands and feet he showed;  
those scars their solemn witness gave that Christ was risen from the grave. 
 
O Lord of all, with us abide in this our joyful Eastertide; 
From every weapon death shall wield thine own redeemed for ever shield. 
 
All praise, O risen Lord, we give to thee, who dead, again dost live; 
To God the Father equal praise, and God the Holy Ghost, we raise. 
Used by permission RiteSong 
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Final Meditation 

Be patient toward all that is unsolved in your heart  
and try to love the questions themselves  
like locked rooms and like books that are now written  
in a very foreign tongue.  
Do not now seek the answers,  
which cannot be given you  
because you would not be able to live them.  
And the point is,  
to live everything.  
Live the questions now.  
Perhaps you will then gradually, without noticing it,  
live along some distant day into the answer. 
Resolve to be always beginning - to be a beginner! 
 -Rainer Maria Rilke  Rilke's Letters on Love   

 
Concluding Canticle    
  
Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake 

we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
Lord, you now have set your servant free * 

   to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 

   whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, * 

   and the glory of your people Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake 

we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
  
The Concluding Prayer  
God our Deliverer, by water and the Holy Spirit we have been buried with Christ and raised to the new life of 
grace: Give us inquiring and discerning hearts, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love 
you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 
  
Concluding Blessing 
Officiant   

May the Light of the world guide us,  
the Life of the world refresh us,  
and the Hope of the world be our companion,  
that we may be the reconciling power of Christ in the world.  
And the blessing of the Holy Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
be with you now and evermore. Amen.  

   
Dismissal  
Officiant  The Lord almighty grant us a peaceful night and a perfect end.  
All   Thanks be to God.  
 
Concluding Musical Meditation The Faithful Friend 
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Worship Leaders 

 
Ryan Patten Officiant  
Ryan Patten Musician 
Paul Massari, The Reverend Manny Faria Assisting 

 

Permissions for livestreaming 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license A-401113, 
from St James Music Press with license number 7273, and from RiteSong. All other music used in this service is in 
the Public Domain.  
 
 

Parish Prayer List 
 

Barbara Strom, recovering from surgery, 
for the peaceful repose of the soul of Roberta and of Helen King,  
Kristin Gourley, on her cancer diagnosis, that she made find healing and find the inner peace she seeks, 
John and Emily, as they welcome their new baby into their lives,  
Family of Bill Morgan as they grieve, 
Linda Whalen,  
Bob Peterson,  
Karen Kelly,  
Brian Peterson, 
Robert Squillaro, 
Jenny,  
Loretta and Kris,  
Deb Papps, 
Derek Fuller and Family,  
Kathy Southern,  
Becky, 
Mary Knutsen and her continued recovery from COVID-19, 
and the Salem Public Schools. 
 
Thanksgiving for Jon Papps and Helen Watson-Felt, in whose memory the flowers at the Easter Altar are given. 
 
If you have prayer requests, please email regathering@gracechurchsalem.org by Tuesday at noon for publication in 
that week's e-news. Your request will remain on the list until Easter unless you ask to have it removed. 
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— Grace Episcopal Church — 
 

A parish in the Episcopal Diocese of  Massachusetts 
 

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry    Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Alan M. Gates    Bishop Diocesan  
The Right Reverend Gayle E. Harris    Bishop Suffragan 
The Reverend Deborah A. Phillips    Rector 
Larry Kamp    Director of  Music 
Tom and Karen Tucker    Property Stewards 
Hugh MacKay and Joanne Moar    Vergers 

 
— Vestry — 

Brian Fizer    Senior Warden 
Peggy Carter    Junior Warden 
Ryan Patten    Clerk 
Joanne Moar    Treasurer  
 
Laura Beasley-Topliffe, Andrew Bishop 
Lisa Duffy, Katie LaBonte 
Jane Stewart, Angela Williams         Members of  Vestry 


