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Welcome! We are so glad you are here 

 

Welcome to those of you here. Here’s some information: 
Most Sundays, we have  Church School at 10:00 am with our trained teach-
ers. The classroom is located through the door at the front right of the 
chapel and down the hall; please ask if you need help finding it. The chil-
dren will join us in church at the Peace and for Communion. All baptized 
children of any age are welcome to receive communion. 
 

Please join in the singing! Hymnals are located in the pew and the num-
bers are listed in the leaflet. “S” numbered hymns are found in the front of 
the Hymnal 1982. The Book of Common Prayer may also be found in the rack 
in front of you. When you sing, please wear a mask. 
 

We are a self-supporting congregation, so when we pass the plate in the 
middle of the service, please be generous. Today’s collection will support 
our ministries to the community. 
 

At the communion, God welcomes all to the heavenly banquet. The 
Episcopal Church offers the sacraments to anyone baptized in any denomi-
nation who, through prayer and thoughtful consideration, desires them. 
Please come to the communion rail to receive the bread whether you are 
an Episcopalian or not, or to receive a blessing.  
 

When coming to the rail for communion, please kneel or stand at the 
rail from right to left until the rail is full. You may receive the wafer or may 
ask for a blessing. Please let the priest know if you need gluten free. 
 

Our priest, Debbie, is available after the service to answer any questions 
you might have. Please let her know your thoughts about today’s service. 
 

If this is your first time here, we ask that you let us know and sign 
the book at the entrance of the church.  
If you want more information, our website is www.gracechurchsalem.org. 
Our weekly newsletter, called Grace Notes, can be found there. If you wish 
to receive the newsletter, simply go to the website, open Grace Notes and 
subscribe. 
 

We hope you find the service meaningful and the embrace of our  
community inviting.  

 
Thank you for praying with us today. 
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Choral Holy Eucharist: Rite II 10:00 AM 
 

The Opening Rite 
 
Opening Voluntary  Little Partita for Advent James Woodman 
  
Hymn at the Procession The Hymnal 1982, #66 
 Come, thou long expected Jesus Stuttgart 
  
Welcome and Announcements  
 
The people standing, the Presider says 
   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity The Book of Common Prayer, page 355 
 
Song of Praise  Wonder, Love, and Praise, #842 
 Lord, have mercy Lisa Neufeld Thomas  
 
The Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put 
on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your 
Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living 
and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons The people sit. 

The First Lesson Isaiah 2:1-5 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusa-
lem. In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be estab-
lished as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the 
hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the 
God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in 
his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall 
arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plough-
shares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 
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O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 

 Lector The Word of the Lord.  
 People Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 122 
 
1 I was glad when they said to me, * 

 "Let us go to the house of the Lord." 
2 Now our feet are standing * 

 within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
3 Jerusalem is built as a city * 

 that is at unity with itself; 
4 To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, * 

 the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of the Lord. 
5 For there are the thrones of judgment, * 

 the thrones of the house of David. 
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 

 "May they prosper who love you. 
7 Peace be within your walls * 

 and quietness within your towers. 
8 For my brethren and companions' sake, * 

 I pray for your prosperity. 
9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, * 

 I will seek to do you good." 
 
The Epistle  Romans 13:11-14 
You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 
the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of 
darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, 
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not 
in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord.  
 People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn  Lift Every Voice and Sing II, #2  
 O thou that tellest  Behold Your God 
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The Gospel Matthew 24:36-44 

 Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
   according to Matthew. 
  People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, 
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the 
days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in 
those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew 
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken 
and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will 
be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know 
on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken in-
to. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour.”   
  

 Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon The Rev. Debbie Phillips 
 
The Nicene Creed The Book of Common Prayer, page 358 

 
The Blessing of  the Greens 

 
The Blessing of the Wreaths: 
Everlasting and eternal God, you have no beginning, no end. Bless these 
wreaths: May they remind us of your never failing love for us, present 
today as we await your new creation. Amen. 
 
The Blessing of the Branches: 
When your Son Jesus entered Jerusalem before his Passion, the crowds 
waved olive branches and cheered the King of kings. Bless these branch-
es: May they remind us that Christ will come again in triumph to redeem 
all of creation. Amen. 
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The Blessing of the Advent Wreath 
By day and by night you keep watch over us, God Most High: Bless this 
wreath and its candles as it grows in brilliance. Around this shining wreath 
we shall keep watch for the One who comes to make new this waiting 
world. Amen. 
 
The Blessing of the Jesse Tree 
God of Adam and Eve, bless this tree. May it stir up in us the memory of 
paradise. Send us your Son, the shoot sprung from Jesse, the Incarnation 
of your promises, to restore your good earth to the freshness of Eden. 
Amen. 
 
The Peace 

The Holy Communion 
 

Choral Anthem at the Offertory  
The text may be found in The Hymnal 1982 #324 

 
Hymn at the Presentation  The Hymnal 1982, #61 
 Sleepers, wake! Wachet auf  

 
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer D BCP, page 372 
 
Sanctus   Wonder, Love, and Praise, #850 
     Jonathan Dimmock 
 
The Lord’s Prayer The BCP, page 364 
 
The Fraction 

 All present are invited to reverently receive the Holy Sacrament.  
 
Hymn at Communion  The Hymnal 1982, #60 
 Creator of the stars at night Conditor alme siderum  
 
Postcommunion Prayer Book of Common Prayer, page 365 
 
Postcommunion Hymn  The Hymnal 1982, #74 
 Blest be the King whose coming Valet will ich dir geben  

 
Blessing and Dismissal 
 
 



� 

 
 
Closing Voluntary   Chaconne in g minor Louis Couperin 

 
— Worship Leaders — 

 

The Reverend Deborah Phillips Presider and Preacher 
The Reverend Ann Perrott Assisting Priest 
Eileen Hunt   Organist and Choir Director 
Hugh MacKay, Barbara Layne Vergers 
Gavin Watson-Bertrand Acolyte 
Eric Wagner  Lector 
Tom and Karen Tucker Ushers 

 
 

Permissions for livestreaming 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from 
ONE LICENSE with license A-401113, from St James Music Press with 
license number 7273, and from RiteSong. All other music used in this 
service is in the Public Domain.  
 
 

Parish Prayer List 
David Stonehouse, Linda Layne, Daniel Brundige, Josh Cummings, Whit-
ney Goodhue, Evan Wagner, Garrett Graves, Gerald Tucker, Allison 
Mascolo, Melissa Glassman, The Bishop-Tanquay Family, for Max Joyce, 
Inga and Todd and Family, Mel, Melissa Glassman, Corey MacNeil, Helen 
Phillips, Zan Duffy, Dianne, Sarah Colvin Duffy, Michael Towey, Jenny, 
Loretta and Kris, Deb Papps, Derek Fuller and Family, the people of Pal-
estine, Afghanistan, and Ukraine; the Salem Public Schools and for an end 
to racism, war, anti-Semitism, gun violence and oppression. If you have 
prayer requests, please email regathering@gracechurchsalem.org by Tues-
day at noon for publication in that week's e-news. week's e-news. 
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Anti-Racism Advent Calendar 

Week One - Hope: We have hope in God’s loving purposes as we await 
the fulfillment of justice. This first week, we will spend time in reflection 
as we acknowledge some of the ways racism impacts our lives so that we 
may be better prepare to receive the love of God into our hearts at Christ-
mas 

Today: Concentrate on slowing down. Consider what controlled your 
time this week and who controlled it. What did it take you away from?  

Monday: When have you stepped out of your comfort zone when ad-
dressing issues of race? What did you need to do it? How can you become 
less defensive in these discussions? 

Tuesday: Reflect on the past week. When did your sense of “rightness” 
not allow an opportunity for you to offer grace instead?  

Wednesday:  What one thing could you do today that would be a recla-
mation of the hope of the end of racism? Where would you be willing to 
“march”? 

Thursday:  Consider a church tradition that you love that has been/was 
upended by the pandemic. Did you imagine a new way of expression? 

Friday: How would your experience of the Holy Family  been different if 
you had grown up with a BIPOC crèche? 

Saturday:  Today we consider how we define community and we ask, 
what is your first reaction when you hear someone speaking a language 
other than English? Why? 

 
Christmas Memorials and Thanksgiving:  

 
This is a way for you to name those people or events that you wish to 
have remembered or thanked during this Christmastide. Please put your 
name, the amount you are donating to our Christmas Fund, and the names 
and occasions you wish to have printed in all the Christmastide service 
leaflets on this slip. Then attach your donation to the slip and put it in the 
plate or bring it to the office. All need to be in the office by Monday, De-
cember 19th.  
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Bible Study 

Bible Study will resume via Zoom on November 30th at 6:00 pm. All are 
invited to join us as we engage with Scripture and one another. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83774667817 

 

Advent Outreach Project 

Dear Grace Folk! 

As we contemplate the meaning of this season and begin to slow down, 
get quiet and still, and prepare our hearts for the most wonderful gift of 
our Lord, we are invited to offer our own gift to some of our most mar-
ginalized people in the city.  During Advent, please bring a ‘gift’ for a Life-
bridge Basket which will be at the entrance of the Church. A member of 
Grace Church will take the week’s donations to Lifebridge after services 
each week.  The most needed, and heartbreakingly simple things needed 
are: Gloves, Hats, Socks, Pocket Handwarmers, Toothpaste, Women’s 
Sanitary Products, and Disposable Razors. 

Thank you for whatever you can provide materially, and if that is not pos-
sible for you, we thank you for directing your thoughts and prayers to 
this segment of our community.  Look for the Lifebridge Basket as you 
enter the church. 

Thank you. 

Stewardship 

Last week, we had our ingathering of pledge cards, those tokens of our 
financial commitment to Grace Church for the upcoming year. If you 
have not given us your card yet, please send it in, drop it off, or email us at 
gcis1@verizon.net with your 2023 pledge. 

 
The Greens 

 
Thank you to Deb Papps for ordering the greens again this year. Thank 
you also to those who will stay after the service to help deck the halls. It is 
a wonderful community we have of faithful people who give so much in 
return for the blessings they receive. 



�� 

 
 

 

 

 



�� 

 



�� 

 

 

The Mission of Grace Church is to unconditionally invite 
all people to join us in building a faithful Episcopal con-
gregation that goes out into the community and through 
prayer, presence, and partnering improves the quality of 
life by bringing everyone closer to God. 

Grace Episcopal Church 
385 Essex Street 

Salem, Massachusetts 01970 
(978) 744-2796 

 

E-mail: info@gracechurchsalem.org 
Web: www.gracechurchsalem.org 

 

— Grace Episcopal Church — 
 

A parish in the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts 
 

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Alan M. Gates Bishop Diocesan  
The Right Reverend Gayle E. Harris Bishop Suffragan 
The Reverend Deborah A. Phillips Rector 
Mark Nelson Interim Director of Music 
Tom and Karen Tucker Property Stewards 
Hugh MacKay and Joanne Moar Vergers 

 
— Vestry — 

Ryan Patten Senior Warden 
Peggy Carter Junior Warden 
Barbara Layne Clerk 
Angela Williams Treasurer 
 
Laura Beasley-Topliffe, Andrew Bishop Members of Vestry 
Lisa Duffy, Katie Scott, Joanna Troy, Matt vanHamersveld 
 


