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Grace Episcopal Church 
Sunday 21 February 2021 
Morning Prayer: Rite I 10:00 AM 

 

The Opening Rite 
 
Voluntary      Where God is (Ubi Caritas)                   Richard A. Williamson 
  
Introit   Come thou fount     Nettleton 
 
Hymn # 704 Hereford 
O thou who camest from above the fire celestial to impart, 
kindle a flame of sacred love upon the altar of my heart. 
 
There let it for thy glory burn with ever-bright, undying blaze, 
and trembling to its source return in humble prayer and fervent praise. 
 
Jesus, confirm my heart’s desire to work, and speak, and think for thee; 
still let me guard the holy fire and still stir up the gift in me. 
 
Still let me prove thy perfect will, my acts of faith and love repeat, 
till death thy endless mercies seal, and make the sacrifice complete. 
 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt. 
Music: Hereford, Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876) 
Used with permission RiteSong 
 
Opening Sentence 
Jesus said, "Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow me."    - Mark 8:34   
 
Confession of Sin page 41 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 
Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
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But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind  
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.       
 
The Priest alone stands and says 
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all 
your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consola-
tion of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Invitatory and Psalm 
Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips, 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in 
the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 
 
The Venite page 44 
Antiphon The Lord is full of compassion and mercy:  
 O come, let us adore him.  
 
O come, let us sing unto the Lord; * 
    let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
    and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 
    and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are all the corners of the earth, * 
    and the strength of the hills is his also. 
The sea is his, and he made it, * 
    and his hands prepared the dry land. 
O come, let us worship and fall down, * 
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is the Lord our God, * 
    and we are the people of his pasture 
    and the sheep of his hand. 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
    let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 
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For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, * 
    and with righteousness to judge the world 
    and the peoples with his truth. Antiphon 
 
Psalm 22:22-30  
22 Praise the Lord, you that fear him; * 

stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; 
all you of Jacob's line, give glory. 

23 For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 
neither does he hide his face from them; * 
but when they cry to him he hears them. 

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 
"May your heart live for ever!" 

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 
he rules over the nations. 

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

29 My soul shall live for him; 
my descendants shall serve him; * 
they shall be known as the Lord'S for ever. 

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
the saving deeds that he has done.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
  

The First Lesson Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and 
said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And 
I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceed-
ingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As 
for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multi-
tude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall 
be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I 
will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and 
kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me and  
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you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an 
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 
God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, 
but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you 
a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of 
peoples shall come from her.” 
 Lector     The Word of the Lord 
 People Thanks be to God  
 
Canticle F   A Song of Lamentation  (From Enriching our Worship)  
Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? *  
 Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow,  
Which was brought upon me, *  
 inflicted by God’s fierce anger.  
For these things I weep; my eyes flow with tears, *  
 for a comforter is far from me, one to revive my courage.  
Remember my affliction and my bitterness, *  
 wormwood and gall!  
The steadfast love of God never ceases, *  
 God’s mercies never end.  
They are new every morning; *  
 great is your faithfulness.  
“God is my portion,” says my soul, *  
 “therefore will I hope in God.”  
It is good that we should wait quietly *  
 for the coming of God’s salvation.  
 
The Epistle  Tony Boisvert
  
Hymn  #669 Herzlich tut mich verlangen  
Commit thou all that grieves thee and fills thy heart with care 
to him whose faithful mercy the skies above declare, 
who gives the winds their courses, who points the clouds their way; 
’tis he will guide thy footsteps and be thy staff and stay. 
 
O trust the Lord then wholly, if thou wouldst be secure; 
his work must thou consider for thy work to endure. 
What profit doth it bring thee to pine in grief and care? 
God ever sends his blessing in answer to thy prayer. 
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Thy lasting truth and mercy, O Father, see aright 
the needs of all thy children, their anguish or delight: 
what loving wisdom chooseth, redeeming might will do, 
and bring to sure fulfillment thy counsel good and true. 
 
Hope on, then, broken spirit; hope on, be not afraid: 
fear not the griefs that plague thee and keep thy heart dismayed: 
thy God, in his great mercy, will save thee, hold thee fast, 
and in his own time grant thee the sun of joy at last. 
 
Words: Paulus Gerhardt (1607-1676); tr. Arthur William Farlander (1898-

1952) and Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944), alt. 
Music: Herzlich tut mich verlangen [Passion Chorale], Hans Leo Hassler 

(1564-1612); adapt. and harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
Used with permission RiteSong 
 
The Third Lesson Mark 8:31-38 
Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. 
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking 
at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you 
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For 
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? In-
deed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of 
me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the 
Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.”  
  

 Lector     The Word of the Lord 
 People Thanks be to God  
      
The Sermon The Reverend E. Cliff Cutler 
 
The Apostles’ Creed page 53 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth; 
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And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
    born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, dead, and buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
    the holy catholic Church,  
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
The Prayers 
Let us pray for the holy Catholic Church of Christ throughout the world; 
    For its unity in witness and service 
    For all bishops and other ministers and the people whom they serve 
    For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Alan and Gayle, our Bishops, 
 and all the people of this diocese 
    For all Christians in this community 
    That God will confirm his Church in faith, increase it in love,  
 and preserve it in peace. 
 
 



8 

 

 
Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, and for 
those in authority among them; 
    For Joseph, the President of the United States 
    For the Congress and the Supreme Court 
    For the Members and Representatives of the United Nations 
    For all who serve the common good 
That by God's help they may seek justice and truth, and live 
in peace and concord. 
 
Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or in mind; 
    For the hungry and the homeless, the destitute and the oppressed 
    For the sick, and the wounded 
    For those in loneliness, fear, and anguish 
    For those who face temptation, doubt, and despair 
    For the sorrowful and bereaved 
    For prisoners and captives, and those in mortal danger 
That God in his mercy will comfort and relieve them, and grant them the 
knowledge of his love, and stir up in us the will and patience to minister to 
their needs. 
 
Let us pray for all who have not received the Gospel of Christ; 
    For those who have never heard the word of salvation 
    For those who have lost their faith 
    For those hardened by sin or indifference 
    For the contemptuous and the scornful 
    For those who are enemies of the cross of Christ and 
        persecutors of his disciples 
    For those who in the name of Christ have persecuted others 
That God will open their hearts to the truth, and lead them to 
faith and obedience. 
 
Let us commit ourselves to God, and pray for the grace of a holy life, that, 
with all who have departed this world and have died in the peace of Christ, 
and those whose faith is known to God alone, we may be accounted worthy 
to enter into the fullness of the joy of our Lord, and receive the crown 
of life in the day of resurrection. Amen. 
 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have 
gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and 
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your 
Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
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Intercessory Prayers and Thanksgivings 
 
The Offertory Hymn #675 Bourbon  
  
Take up your cross, the Savior said, if you would my disciple be; 
take up your cross with willing heart, and humbly follow after me. 
 
Take up your cross, let not its weight fill your weak spirit with alarm; 
his strength shall bear your spirit up,  
and brace your heart, and nerve your arm. 
 
Take up your cross, heed not the shame, and let your foolish heart be still; 
the Lord for you accepted death upon a cross, on Calvary’s hill. 
 
Take up your cross, then, in his strength, and calmly every danger brave: 
it guides you to abundant life and leads to victory o’er the grave. 
 
Take up your cross, and follow Christ, nor think till death to lay it down; 
for only those who bear the cross may hope to wear the glorious crown. 
 
Words: Charles William Everest (1814-1877), alt. 
Music: Bourbon, melody att. Freeman Lewis (1780-1859); harm. John Leon 
Hooker (b. 1944) 
Used with permission from Ritesong 

 
The Concluding Rite 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to 
make our common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through thy 
well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name 
thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and peti-
tions of thy servants as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowl-
edge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Concluding Sentence  
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Voluntary    Tranquilly                                                C. Hubert C. Parry   
    

Worship Leaders 
 
The Reverend Deborah Phillips Officiant  
The Reverend E. Clifford Cutler Preacher 
Larry Kamp Organist 
Tom Gaither Lector 
Cynthia Duda Intercessor 
Jason Stonehouse Digital Verger 

 
 

Permissions for livestreaming 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from 
ONE LICENSE with license A-401113, from St James Music Press with 
license number 7273, and from RiteSong. All other music used in this ser-
vice is in the Public Domain.  
 

Parish Prayer List 
Barbara Strom, recovering from surgery 

Roberta, in hospice. 
Kristin Gourley, on her cancer diagnosis, that she made find healing and 

find the inner peace she seeks. 
John and Emily, as they welcome their new baby into their lives. 

Family of Bill Morgan as they grieve 
Linda Whalen 
Bob Peterson 
Nancy Brown 
Brian Peterson 
Robert Squillaro 

Jenny 
Deb Papps 

Derek Fuller and Family 
Mary Knutsen and her continued recovery from COVID-19 

Salem Public Schools 
 
If you have prayer requests, please email email  
regathering@gracechurchsalem.org by Tuesday at noon for publication in 
that week's e-news. Your request will remain on the list until Easter unless 
you ask to have it removed. 
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Walking the Way of Lent Week II: Comfort Zone 

This year during Lent we hope to focus our habits of praying and fasting 
in an intentional way with a focus on anti-racism work. We continue to 
focus our intentions and attention to the work of dismantling white su-
premacy and learning more about the work of becoming anti-racist.  
To that end we invite you to join us as we focus each week on a prompt to 
guide our thinking, praying, and listening. Each week, a particular fast, 
prayer, and action are suggested. We hope that you will take this opportu-
nity to deepen your own spiritual life and the collective spiritual life of our 
parish.  
 
Week Two: One characteristic of an anti-racist is living outside one’s 
comfort zone. What activities help you to live out of your comfort zone? 
Who helps you to do this? How? 
 
Prayer  
Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
The Collect 
Let your Spirit, O Lord, come into the midst of us to wash us with the 
pure water of repentance, and prepare us to be always a living sacrifice to 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Study 
Mark 8 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any 
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will 
save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit 
their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
 
Confession 
Who has been impacted by your inability to live outside of your comfort 
zone? How have others had to change to make you more comfortable? 
 
Fasting  
Social media helps us to stay in our own bubble and echo chamber, aiding 
us to reside solely in our comfort zone. Try fasting at least in part from 
social media this week.( except Facebook live prayer services) 
 
Action  Take a solid personal step to live outside your comfort zone. 
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— Grace Episcopal Church — 
 

A parish in the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts 
 

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Alan M. Gates Bishop Diocesan  
The Right Reverend Gayle E. Harris Bishop Suffragan 
The Reverend Deborah A. Phillips Rector 
Larry Kamp Director of Music 
Tom and Karen Tucker Property Stewards 
Hugh MacKay and Joanne Moar Vergers 

 
— Vestry — 

Brian Fizer Senior Warden 
Peggy Carter Junior Warden 
Ryan Patten Clerk 
Joanne Moar Treasurer 
 
Laura Beasley-Topliffe, Andrew Bishop Members of Vestry 
Lisa Duffy, Katie LaBonte 
Jane Stewart, Angela Williams 

The Mission of Grace Church is to unconditionally invite 
all people to join us in building a faithful Episcopal con-
gregation that goes out into the community and through 
prayer, presence, and partnering improves the quality of 
life by bringing everyone closer to God. 
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