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The Lighting of the Paschal Fire 

Welcome 
 
Opening   
Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus 
passed over from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed 
throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover 
of the Lord, in which we share in his victory over death.  
 
Let us pray. 
O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the bright-
ness of your light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast 
we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain 
to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our  hearts and 
minds. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The Exsultet 
 

The Story of God’s Saving Acts  
 
Let us hear the record of God's saving deeds in history, how he saved his 
people in ages past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the 
fullness of redemption.  
 
The First Lesson: Genesis 1:31-2:2  
V. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 
And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he 
rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God 
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all 
the work that he had done in creation. 
R. God made us in the image of God, with God’s loving light within 
us. God sees everything he has made and declares it very good in-
deed. 
 
Reflection Jane Stewart 
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Hymn #398 
I sing the mighty pow’r of God, that made the mountains rise, 
That spread the flowing seas abroad, and built the lofty skies. 
I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day; 
The moon shines full at His command, and all the stars obey. 
 
I sing the goodness of the Lord, who filled the earth with food, 
Who formed the creatures through the Word,  
and then pronounced them good. 
Lord, how Thy wonders are displayed, where’er I turn my eye, 
If I survey the ground I tread, or gaze upon the sky. 
 
There’s not a plant or flow’r below, but makes Thy glories known, 
And clouds arise, and tempests blow, by order from Thy throne; 
While all that borrows life from Thee is ever in Thy care; 
And everywhere that we can be, Thou, God, art present there. 
 
Let us pray.     (Silence) 
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the 
dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him 
who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
The Second Lesson: Exodus 14:10-31, 15:20-21 
V. As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the 
Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the 
LORD. They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in Egypt 
that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done 
to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in 
Egypt, 'Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been 
better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness." But Mo-
ses said to the people,  
R. Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the 
LORD will accomplish for you today. 
 
V. Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry out to me? Tell the 
Israelites to go forward.  But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your 
hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry 
ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go 
in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his 
army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know  
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that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, 
his chariots, and his chariot drivers."  
R. Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the 
LORD will accomplish for you today. 
 
V. The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and 
went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them 
and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and 
the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit 
up the night; one did not come near the other all night. Then Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a 
strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters 
were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters 
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.  
R. Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the 
LORD will accomplish for you today. 
 
V. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Phar-
aoh's horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the 
LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian ar-
my, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot 
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, "Let us flee 
from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt." 
Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so 
that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and 
chariot drivers." So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn 
the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the 
LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered 
the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had 
followed them into the sea; not one of them remained.  
R. Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the 
LORD will accomplish for you today. 
 
V. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters 
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the LORD 
saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead 
on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the 
Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and 
in his servant Moses. Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tam-
bourine in her hand; and all the women went out after her with tambou-
rines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: "Sing to the LORD, for 
he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea."  
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R. Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the 
LORD will accomplish for you today. 
 
Let us pray.   (Silence) 
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, 
you once delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people 
from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all na-
tions by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may 
be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inher-
itance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Third Lesson: Ezekiel 36-24-28 
V. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you;  
 and I will remove from your body the heart of stone  
 and give you a heart of flesh.  
R. And now, O Lord, I bend the knee of my heart. 
V. I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow my statutes  
 and be careful to observe my ordinances.  
R. It was you, O God, who made my inmost self, you knit me to-

gether in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am marvelously 
made; all your works are wonderful and I know it well. 

 
Reflection Jason Stonehouse 
 
Hymn #516 
Come down, O Love divine, seek thou this soul of mine,  
and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;  
O Comforter, draw near,  within my heart appear,  
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.  
 
O let it freely burn, till earthly passions turn  
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;  
and let thy glorious light shine ever on my sight,  
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.  
 
And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long,  
shall far outpass the power of human telling;  
for none can guess its grace, till Love create a place  
wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling.  
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Let us pray   (Silence) 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the 
new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who are reborn into the fel-
lowship of Christ’s Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by 
their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
The Fourth Lesson: Zephaniah 3:18-20 
V. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast,  
R. and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the 
earth.  
V. At that time I will bring you home,  
R. at the time when I gather you;  
V. for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the 
earth,  
R. when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 
 
Reflection Eric Wagner 
 
Hymn  
As newborn stars were stirred to song  when all things came to be,  
as Miriam and Moses sang when Israel was set free,  
so music bursts unbidden forth when God-filled hearts rejoice,  
to waken awe and gratitude and give mute faith a voice.  
 
In psalms that raise the singer’s sense to universal truths,  
in prophet’s dark-toned oracle or hymn of three brave youths:  
the song of faith and praise endured through those God called to be  
a chosen people bearing light for all the world to see.  
 
When God’s redeeming Word took flesh to make salvation sure,  
unheeding hearts attuned to strife refused love’s overture.  
Yet to the end the song went on: a supper’s parting hymn,  
a psalm intoned on dying lips when sun and hope grew dim.  
 
But silence won no vict’ry there; a rest was all it scored  
before glad alleluias rose to greet the risen Lord.  
The church still keeps that song alive, for death has lost its sting,  
and with the gift of life renewed the heart will ever sing. 
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Let us pray.     (Silence) 
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your 
whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working 
of your providence, carry out in tranquillity the plan of salvation; let the 
whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being 
raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all 
things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things 
were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord 
 

Trumpet Fanfare  
 
Officiant Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Hymn #880 
God's Paschal Lamb is sacrificed for us; 
therefore with joy we keep the Easter feast; 
forsaking sin, we share the bread of truth. Alleluia! 
 
Now is Christ raised and will not die again; 
death has no more dominion over him. 
Through him we die to sin and live to God. Alleluia! 
 
In Christ we see the first fruits of the dead: 
though Adam's sin has doomed all flesh to die, 
in Christ's new life shall all be made alive. Alleluia! 
 
The Easter Story John 20:1–18 
 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, 
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent 
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw 
the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head,  
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not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the 
other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and be-
lieved; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from 
the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 
look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body 
of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said 
to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken 
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had 
said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? 
Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to 
him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and 
I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him 
in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not 
hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 
brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 
my God and your God.’ ” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disci-
ples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things 
to her. 
 
The Homily The Reverend Deborah Phillips 

 
Hymn #187 
Through the Red Sea brought at last, alleluia! 
Egypt's chains behind we cast, alleluia! 
Deep and wide flows the tide severing us from bondage past, alleluia! 
 
Like the cloud that overhead, alleluia! 
through the billows Israel led, alleluia!  
By his tomb Christ makes room, souls restoring from the dead, alleluia! 
 
In that cloud and in that sea, alleluia! 
Buried and baptized were we, alleluia! 
Earthly night brought us light, which is ours eternally, alleluia! 
 
The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
The Officiant says 
  Who is being presented to renew their vows? 
People We are presenting ourselves. 
Officiant And by what name does God call you? 
People We are called “Beloved.” 
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Officiant Dearly Beloved, through the Paschal mystery we are buried with 
Christ by Baptism into his death, and raised with him to newness 
of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten ob-
servance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of 
Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his 
works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic 
Church.  
 

Officiant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your   
   commitment to Jesus Christ? 
People I do. 
Officiant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Officiant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born 

of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Officiant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. 
 
Officiant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
People I will with God’s help. 
 
Officiant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 

repent and return to the Lord? 
People I will with God’s help. 
 
Officiant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God 
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in Christ? 
 
People I will with God’s help. 
 
Officiant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor 

as yourself? 
People I will with God’s help. 
 
Officiant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect 

the dignity of every human being? 
People I will with God’s help. 
 
Officiant Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect the 

beauty and integrity of all creation? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
 
The Officiant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows 
May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a 
new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the for-
giveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen.  
  
Hymn   Jesus Christ is Risen Today 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!  
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave. Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 
But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
Our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 
Now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia! 
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
Praise eternal as his love, Alleluia! 
Praise him, all ye heavenly hosts, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! 
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Blessing  
Officiant   May you learn to see yourself with the same delight, pride, and 
expectation with which God see you in every moment; and may the bless-
ing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 
you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Officiant   Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of the Resurrection.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Closing Voluntary In dir ist Freude                                         J.S. Bach  

 
The flowers are given to the Glory of God 

in memory of Jon Papps and Helen Watson-Felt 
 
 

Worship Leaders 
 
The Reverend Deborah Phillips Officiant 
Larry Kamp Organist and Choir Director 
Joanne Moar Assisting 
Jason Stonehouse Digital Verger 

 
 
 

Permissions for livestreaming 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from 
ONE LICENSE with license A-401113, from St James Music Press with 
license number 7273, and from RiteSong. All other music used in this 
service is in the Public Domain.  
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— Grace Episcopal Church — 
 

A parish in the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts 
 

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Alan M. Gates Bishop Diocesan  
The Right Reverend Gayle E. Harris Bishop Suffragan 
The Reverend Deborah A. Phillips Rector 
Larry Kamp Director of Music 
Tom and Karen Tucker Property Stewards 
Hugh MacKay and Joanne Moar Vergers 

 
— Vestry — 

Brian Fizer Senior Warden 
Peggy Carter Junior Warden 
Ryan Patten Clerk 
Joanne Moar Treasurer 
 
Laura Beasley-Topliffe, Andrew Bishop Members of Vestry 
Lisa Duffy, Katie LaBonte 
Jane Stewart, Angela Williams 
 

The Mission of Grace Church is to unconditionally invite 
all people to join us in building a faithful Episcopal con-
gregation that goes out into the community and through 
prayer, presence, and partnering improves the quality of 
life by bringing everyone closer to God. 
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